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*Cliburn continued his studies at the Juilliard 
School of Music, while simultaneously con-
tinuing to play with the Philharmonic Orches-
tra in New York. Kirshbaum lovingly said 
about Cliburn, “We consider Van Cliburn as 
the most brilliant young concert pianist in the 
United States and are so proud and honored to 
KDYH�KLP�SOD\�ZLWK�XV�´�+H�IXUWKHU�FRQ¿UPHG�
that, “He has been acclaimed wherever he 
goes.”14 By 1956 Cliburn’s skill at the piano 
gained for him a reputation that was known 
internationally, having played all across the 
country and even in Europe.15 All of these 
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The Musical Triumph of Van Cliburn
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Chaos and Freedom at the Texas-Mexico Border

admitted, “there [were] hundreds of runaway 
slaves in Mexico, none of whom [could have] 
by any possibility [been] reclaimed.” Eleven 
years after the signing of the Treaty of Guada-
lupe-Hidalgo, the absence of a provision 
guaranteeing the return of fugitive slaves from 
0H[LFR�VWLOO�VWXQJ²WKH�ÀRZ�RI�UXQDZD\�VODYHV�
across the Rio Grande could not be stanched. 
With no other recourse available, the editor 
confessed, “an extradition treaty is probably 
the only means of our citizens’ reclaiming their 
property.”19 Though not the sole cause, the 
violence on the Texas-Mexico border, was 
directly related to the ease with which runaway 
slaves could make it over the Rio Grande to 
freedom. Clearly, Texas slave owners felt 
ZKROO\�MXVWL¿HG�LQ�WKHLU�EUXWDO�DQG�VHOI�VHUYLQJ�
actions. 

Rumors of Revolts

�������7KH�FKDRV�FDXVHG�E\�VODYHV¶�VWHDG\�ÀLJKW�
over the border to freedom in Mexico was 
matched only by the panic caused by the 
possibility of slave uprisings. Slave insurrec-
tion loomed large in the imaginations of Texas 
slaveholders. Keeping an entire people under 
the yoke of slavery came with a heavy price; 
slave owners had unwittingly robbed them-
selves of peace of mind. Slave owners worked 
hard to maintain the delusion that their slaves 
were at least content, if not happy.20 In truth, 
VRXWKHUQHUV�NQHZ�WKH\�ZHUH�ÀLUWLQJ�ZLWK�
disaster. In 1856, the Central Texian cautioned, 
“we have a black population in excess of 
white.” Skewering Texas slave owners for the 
supposed “constant liberties and indulgences… 
granted to negroes,” the writer mused, “What 
would hinder them from concocting, under 
such circumstances, some plan for the destruc-
tion of whites?”21  
	 :HQGHOO�*��$GGLQJWRQ�KDV�QRWHG��³WKH�¿UVW�
slave insurrection of consequence in Texas 
occurred during the Texas Revolution.”22 
+RZHYHU��HYHQ�EHIRUH�WKH�¿UVW�VKRWV�ZHUH�¿UHG�
in October 1835, slave owners took extra 
measures to protect themselves against the 

enslaved population. In September of that year, 
the Texas Republican printed the resolutions 
of the “Meeting of the Committee of Safety for 
the Jurisdiction of Columbia.” Having received 
“information clearly proving that [there was] 
much danger…to be apprehended from the 
slave population,” the committee “[recom-
mended] that each town and neighborhood…
elect a vigilant patrol, whose duty [was keep-
ing] the slave population in due subjugation.” 
As an extra measure, this same committee 
urged “every citizen to take up punish & 
deliver to his master any slave…found off his 
master’s premises without a written permit.”23 
Though it appears there was no slave conspira-
cy afoot, slaveowners were noticeably alarmed.  
	 As it happened, their precautions were not 
unwarranted; there is considerable evidence to 
suggest that Santa Anna plotted to incite slave 
rebellions, presumably as part of his strategy to 
defeat the Texas rebels. In a letter to Francis 
Johnson in 1835, Benjamin Milam advised, 
“two hundred troops [under Santa Anna] …
have left for San Antonio, with two thousand 
more to follow.” Their goal was to “gain the 
friendship of the different tribes of Indians; 
and, if possible, to get the slaves to revolt.” In 
a handbill published one month later, Horatio 
Allsberry cautioned the people of Texas that 
the Mexican government planned to “put their 
slaves free and let them loose upon their 
families.” Just days after the Battle of Goliad, 
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	 From the starting gate, it is obvious Texans 
felt obliged to enact robust laws meant to deter 
their slaves from escaping to Mexico. In 1836, 
IRU�H[DPSOH��GXULQJ�WKH�¿UVW�VHVVLRQ�RI�WKH�
First Texas Republic Congress, representatives 
passed an Act Punishing Crimes and Misde-
meanors. This Act legislated the death penalty 
for anybody that was convicted of  “[stealing] 
or [enticing] away any slave…from the pos-
session of the owner.”38 Still uneasy, in 1837, 
the Second Republic Congress passed an Act 
to Provide for the Punishment of Crimes and 
Misdemeanors Committed by Slaves and Free 
Persons of Color in which the law of 1836 was 
extended. The new legislation designated a 
litany of offences and punishments aimed di-
rectly at slaves and free persons of color. Death 
awaited any person of color, slave or free, 
who would incite insurrection. Further, this 
new law afforded the possibility of stripping 
away the rights of any free person of color 
who might consider rendering aid to escaping 
slaves. While it was not by any means a for-
gone conclusion, under the 1837 legislation, if 
“such a free person of color” was convicted of 
rendering aid to escaping slaves, the possibil-
ity existed that they could “be sold as a slave 
for life.”39 An Act to Punish Certain Offences 
Therein Named passed in 1838, and it widened 
the legal net even further to ensnare anyone 
who would dare to be 
( /.od3l<00[
oeringlor )Tj
0 -1.1 Td
cl anesrtietlysuppoarting anyrun(awaynegro( )Tj
0.00.1 w 
0 -1.1 Td
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for such were exceedingly restrictive. Under 
the 1845 Constitution of Texas emancipation 
could only be legislated with the consent of, 
and payment to, the previous owners.46 There 
is no question that the slave laws in Texas 
remained consistently more severe than those 
found in other slaveholding states. 
	 There were other distinctions between the 
slave codes in Texas and those found in the 
other slaveholding states; the difference in atti-
tudes towards slaves is a good example. Many 
of the other slaveholding states made explicit 
provisions for the humane treatment of slaves. 
In fact, of the eleven slaveholding states that 
eventually formed the Confederacy, four en-
acted statutes requiring slave owners to feed, 
clothe, and treat humanely the people they had 
enslaved.47 Texas provided for the protection of 
slaves, and even earlier than Florida. Neverthe-
less, in Texas law, provisions for the protec-
tion of slaves offered only a bare minimum of 
protection. Rather than requiring slave owners 
to feed, clothe, and treat their slaves humanely, 
the 1839 Act Concerning Slaves stated only 
that it was unlawful “to cruelly treat, or oth-
erwise abuse any slave.” The punishment for 
VXFK�RIIHQFH�ZDV�D�¿QH�RI�³QRW�OHVV�WKDQ�WZR�
KXQGUHG�DQG�¿IW\�GROODUV�QRU�PRUH�WKDQ�WZR�
thousand.” Almost as an afterthought, this Act 
also stipulated that “if any person…shall mur-
der any slave, or so cruelly treat the same as 
to cause death…shall be punished as in other 
cases of murder.”48 Taken altogether, the slave 
codes in Texas were remarkably more severe. 
With important omissions like emancipation 
and Texas’ lukewarm effort at protections for 
the treatment of slaves, it is noticeable that 
attitudes toward slaves and slavery were much 
harsher in Texas.  
	 Olmsted remarked that in Texas, slavery 
seemed somehow different and perhaps more 
brutal than in other parts of the South. On the 
one hand, he attributed the distinctly cruel na-
ture of slavery in Texas to the notion that Tex-
ans had not developed the gentility of character 
that was common (at least in his mind) in other 

slave owning states. Olmsted reasoned that 
“elsewhere at the South, slavery had seemed to 
be accepted, generally, as a natural hereditary, 
established state of things, and the right and 
the wrong of it, or the how of it, [was] never 
to be discussed or thought of.” In Texas how-
ever, “there seemed to be a consciousness of 
a wrong relation and a determination to face 
conscience down and continue it.” On the other 
hand, Olmsted later opined “the proximity of 
the frontier, suggesting and making easy the 
HVFDSH�RI�VODYHV��LV�D�FKLHI�GLI¿FXOW\�´49 How-
ever, there was more at play than just a lack of 
gentility. Though, it is well-known that Olm-
sted was a particularly harsh critic of slavery,50 
his remarks and opinions about what motivated 
Texans to practice slavery in such an excep-
tionally pernicious manner nonetheless ring 
true. It is by no means a certainty that once 
WKHUH��IRUPHU�VODYHV�ZRXOG�¿QG�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�
a “promised land of milk and honey,” but by 
Olmsted’s account, the Mexican people gener-
ally got along well with people of color. Of 
the Mexicans in Texas, he wrote, “they consort 
freely with the negroes, making no distinction 
from pride of race.”
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caused and compounded by the proximity of 
their anti-slavery southern neighbor left Texas 
slave owners angry, fearful, and vengeful. The 
doggedness of their efforts to recapture run-
aways was topped only by the widespread hys-
teria over the possibility of slaves conspiring 
against them. As a result, slave laws in Texas 
were both copious and malicious. 
	 %HJLQQLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�¿JKW�IRU�LQGHSHQGHQFH�
from Mexico and continuing through the sign-
ing of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and 
beyond, issues over slavery kept Texas in con-
stant upheaval. Irked by their slaves running 
away across the Rio Grande, Texas slave own-
ers ignored decorum and legalities completely 
and barged forth across the border to reclaim 
their errant “property.” Keenly aware that the 
institution of slavery was less “peculiar” than 
it was heinous, Texas slave owners jumped at 
every shadow because they feared the people 
they had enslaved. Moreover, faced with so 
many possibilities of loss and terror, Texas 
VODYH�RZQHUV�IXULRXVO\�SDVVHG�¿UPHU�ODZV�DQG�
harsher punishments at a frenzied pace. Re-
search into the issues that were presented by 
the rub between pro-slavery and anti-slavery 
forces at the Texas-Mexico border and the out-
comes that followed has so far only scratched 
the surface; there is still much more to know 
and understand about this time and place in 
history. The struggle to get to Mexico is only 
part of the story. In addition to understanding 
what hardships and challenges runaways faced 
on their way to freedom across the border, 
¿QGLQJ�RXW�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�WR�IRUPHU�VODYHV�DI-
ter crossing the Texas-Mexico border can help 
¿OO�LQ�WKH�JDSV�LQ�RXU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKLV�SDUW�
of the past. Doing so would be a valuable and 
worthy endeavor.

End Notes

1
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A&M University-San Antonio - Archives & 
Special Collections where I viewed an edition 
kept there that features an introduction by 
historian Randolph Campbell. Olmsted, by his 
own admission, was not an unbiased observer. 
In Campbell’s estimation, “by the time 
Journey through Texas appeared…Olmsted 
had demonstrated a strong commitment…to 
anti-slavery,” xxii. Frederick Law Olmsted, 
A Journey through Texas; or, a Saddle-Trip 
on the Southwestern Frontier, The Library of 
Texas, No. 8. Dallas, Tex.: DeGolyer Library  
and William P. Clements Center for Southwest 
Studies, Southern Methodist University, 2004 
(Randolph B. Campbell, and DRT Collection). 

51	 Olmsted, Journey through Texas, 131.
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Texas Ticket-Splitter: Bill Ratliff’s Timely Take to Politics

VXSSRUWHUV��+H�ZDV�QHYHU�D�ÀDVK\�HQWHUWDLQHU�
and did not like to make promises. As Ratliff 
later noted, “most of them [friends and family] 
thought I was crazy.” His friends also won-
dered why Bill had chosen something “as dirty 
as politics.” 

The Ticket-Splitter, however, did not enter 
the race blindly. He had the support of most 
of his wife’s family, who resented Anderson, 
and had a large number of friends. Ratliff had 
something of a wedge appeal within the Demo-
cratic ranks. From Sonora, Ratliff eagerly 
embraced the small-town feeling in Northeast 
Texas, and argued that Anderson was voting 
for programs that were disproportionately 
pro-urban. Having worked with the roads and 
the Texas Department of Transportation (Tx-
DOT), Ratliff could produce damning stories 
that the big cities were hogging the transporta-
tion budget. Despite the odds, Ratliff won the 
Senate seat in a neck and neck contest. This 
PDGH�KLP�WKH�¿UVW�5HSXEOLFDQ�HOHFWHG�IURP�
Northeast Texas since Reconstruction. No-
vember 8, 1988 marked the new beginning of 
a political realignment in his district.  Ratliff’s 
breakthrough would lead to much more ticket-
splitting, and a tendency for the Republicans 
on top of the ballot in Northeast Texas to claim 
more and more of it underneath.  

Ratliff came to the Texas Senate with a pas-
sion to represent his district. He also believed 
that personalities, and ideologies too often got 
in the way of real solutions, and that he could 
EHQH¿W�KLV�VWDWH�DV�D�SUREOHP�VROYHU��5DWOLII�GLG�
not realize it at the time, but he was soon to 
go head-to-head with one of the most endemic 
problems of modern Texas, school district 
¿QDQFH���7KH�¿JKW�RYHU�DOORFDWLRQV�WR�WKH�,6'V�
had become like a struggle between a tiger and 
a shark. It was a perennial battle between the 
Texas Supreme Court and the State Legisla-
ture, with neither side seriously engaging nor 
even listening to the other. At the time Ratliff 
entered the Senate, a 1984 ruling of the Texas 
Supreme Court in Edgewood ISD v. Kirby 

mandated that Texas legislators come up with 
D�PRUH�HTXLWDEOH�SODQ�WR�¿QDQFH�LWV�VFKRRO�
districts. Plaintiffs clamored that the visible 
imbalance of this system kept most Texas chil-
dren in impoverished schools.  Time and again, 
legislators were oblivious. They continued to 
pass plans that eventually were deemed uncon-
stitutional by the court, and therefore, illegal. 
The court could not usurp the legislature’s 
right to pass bills, and the legislature could not 
usurp the court’s right to declare them uncon-
stitutional. The problem had become so vexing 
that Texas governors had appealed to  Ratliff’s 
mysterious political identity actually now had 
an opportunity to become even more mysteri-
ous, and beguiling. But it took him a while 
to realize this. Almost everyone is in favor of 
children receiving a good education; what mat-
ters to voters is how one frames the rhetoric, 
and actually draws up the policy. Unfortunate-
ly, he did not have much time. The legislature 
was again stalemated, and the whole funding 
system faced several eye-rubbing time exten-
sions. Ratliff and the Education Committee 
assembled a multi-option plan and considered 
¿YH�GLIIHUHQW�VWUXFWXUHV�����PHUJLQJ�WD[�EDVHV�
from one district to a deprived district, 2) 
transferring funds to the state to distribute to 
a deprived district, 3) combining districts, 4) 
minimizing students per district and 5) allocat-
ing commercial property taxes to another dis-
trict’s record. Eventually the legislature settled 
on the second option, making the state, in es-
sence, a kind of “Robin Hood.” Senate Bill 7, 
signed by Governor Ann Richards in 1993, was 
dubbed the “Robin Hood Law” since its provi-
sions required wealthier regions to share their 
wealth with the impoverished areas.13  

Ratliff’s “across-the-aisle” work to get the 
bill passed soon earned him the nickname, 
the “Father of Robin Hood.” On the surface, 
the new name could have been devastating to 
Ratliff’s Republican credentials. Years before, 
taking from the “thrifty” might have seemed 
socialistic. But Ratliff’s move from Houston to 
Northeast Texas opened his eyes to a trend of 
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increasing importance in modern America. Ru-
ral Texans were hurting. The new Information 
Age and the internet demanded college degrees 
for which rural students were not prepared. 
Ironically at this same time, these areas were 
becoming more and more solidly Republican, 
while the cities were becoming more and more 
straight Democratic. Ratliff correctly perceived 
that “Robin Hood” in this context could appear 
like the twentieth-century equivalent of the 
Homestead Bill that helped bring Republicans 
to power 150 years before. Robin Hood would 
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and corporate benevolence. The study analyzed 
the timeline of education reforms in Texas and 
the aftermath of the implementation of the new 
laws, including Senate Bill 7 and Senate Bill 1. 
7H[DV�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�VWDWH�WR�LQVWDOO�DQ�DFFRXQW-
ability system that refused to accommodate 
school district failure on the basis of lower 
funding rates or ethnic composition (Senate 
Bill 7). The study by Achieve argued that the 
1995 bill was the strongest political and edu-
cational collaboration in the history of Texas 
education reforms, incorporating teachers, 
politicians, administrators and business lead-
ers’ opinions and their presence in committee 
hearings.20 Ratliff had approached the matter as 
an engineer utilizing his skills to create a “ma-
trix” of every aspect of the code and surveyed 
the committee with his own questionnaires.21 
6HQDWH�%LOO���FUHDWHG�WKH�¿UVW�FKDUWHU�VFKRROV�
of Texas, created the new diploma options still 
used today like the Distinguished and Mini-
mum Programs in high schools, established 
TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills) 
ZKLFK�GH¿QHG�ZKDW�VWXGHQWV�QHHGHG�WR�OHDUQ��
DQG�UHGH¿QHG�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�VFKRRO�LPSURYH-
ments. Ratliff’s work laid the groundwork for 
future reforms that strengthened the education 
system. One key was decentralization. The 
Texas Commissioner of Education, Dr. Lionel 
Meno, pitched the idea of aligning student 
expectations with their learning, leaving the 
“what” and the “how” to be decided by the 
schools.  Progress would be monitored via 
the Academic Excellence Indicator System 
(AEIS) to report progress and dropout rates. 
The results were gratifying and the study states 
that between 1992 and 2005, fourth graders 
scored a 25% increase in essential knowledge 
in Texas compared to a national increase of 
17%. In 2005, Hispanic fourth grade students 
performed higher than the national average by 
QLQH�SHUFHQW�DQG�HLJKWK�JUDGHUV�E\�¿YH�SHUFHQW��
The Achieve study also reported that from 
1984 to 2000, the number of Advanced Place-
ment student candidates in Texas increased 
WKUHH�WLPHV�IDVWHU�WKDQ�WKH�¿JXUHV�QDWLRQDOO\��	�

Throughout his time in the Senate, Ratliff 
gained respect and recognition for his ability 
to view both sides of an argument and base his 
decisions on the side that affected his constitu-
ency positively rather than negatively. He was 
a man without a party, constructing the con-
stituency of District 1 as his party.22 In Ratliff’s 
biography by Robert Sterken Jr., this pro-
constituent sensibility was nothing less than 
Abraham Lincoln’s principle of continuously 
placing public opinion over any political party 
designation. To this constituency-based loyalty, 
the Texas Ticket-Splitter added ideological in-
dependence.23 Ratliff famously stated, “I am a 
Republican for the same reason I am a Meth-
odist–I agree with them at least 51 percent of 
the time.” This stance caused some grief while 
campaigning, and lobbyists were usually at a 
loss as to how to deal with the man. To those 
ZLOOLQJ�WR�SXUFKDVH�LQÀXHQFH��5DWOLII�ZDV�DORRI�
and incorruptible. Texas Monthly named Ratliff 
“free of partisanship, egotism, [and] ambition,” 
though at the same time, Ratliff seriously reg-
istered the arguments of lobbyists, and evalu-
ated their positions.24

Ratliff’s ability to stand above the ideologi-
cal fray became legendary as he engaged in 
a long-running battle with arguably the most 
powerful man in his district. It would appear 
that as a Republican he would have had ev-
ery reason to befriend Bo Pilgrim, the great 
“Chicken King,” an entrepreneur who was 
one of the largest donors to George W. Bush’s 
gubernatorial campaign in 1994. However, 
Ratliff managed to convince everyone that his 
greatest opponent was the chief Republican of 
his district! Pilgrim and Ratliff’s feud lasted 
three decades and still reverberates in North-
east Texas. Pilgrim opposed Ratliff on several 
issues. As a young engineer, Ratliff knew 
about the problems that chicken blood runoff 
had caused to the Mount Pleasant waste-water 
management system. His wife’s family owned 
land in the southern part of Titus County that 
touched the area where Pilgrim was hell-bent 
on building the largest, and most versatile 
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chicken-processing factory in the world. Sur-
rounding property owners were disturbed with 
the management of chickens in Pilgrim slaugh-
terhouses. For example, chickens were left in 
a hole for days attracting coyotes that scattered 
the foul-smelling poultry remains across the 
neighboring properties.25  As a Mount Pleasant 
resident, Ratliff already hated the stench in the 
air that periodically wafted over his city from 
the chicken plant.26 Ratliff considered Pilgrim 
DV�RQH�RI�WKH�¿HUFHVW�DQG�PRVW�UHFNOHVV�OREE\-
ists in the state. One incident that Ratliff found 
especially disgraceful was Pilgrim’s infamous 
handout of $10,000 checks to Hugh Parmer, 
O.H. Harris, Gene Green, Chet Edwards, and 
%RE�*ODVJRZ�RQ�WKH�6HQDWH�ÀRRU�WR�VWRS�D�
workmen’s compensation bill in 1989.27 Ratliff 
was disgusted that Pilgrim did not even have 
health insurance for the workers in his plants.28 
All of Pilgrim’s checks were eventually re-
turned, with the exception O.H. Harris, who 
cashed the check and wrote a new one, justify-
ing himself by claiming there was nothing odd 
with taking the money.  
     Pilgrim’s “Chickengate” could have been 
a victory for Ratliff. Pilgrim’s efforts to give 
“on-the-spot campaign contributions” was a se-
rious gaffe; however, he escaped any criminal 
charges. The Chicken King’s hardball lobbying 
tactics were protected by a loophole unearthed 
during an investigation by Travis County Dis-
trict Attorney Ronnie Earle. The incident also 
highlighted a need to change the laws regard-
ing campaign contributions and Governor 
Ann Richards initiated an ethics and elections 
reform. Ratliff even wished to limit contribu-
tions to under $50, which was an interesting 
commentary on his estimation of the role Big 
Money was playing in the state. Pilgrim, the 
Southern Baptist Sunday-School teacher, es-
caped prosecution and unleashed his anger on 
Ratliff, the hypocritical Republican and half-
pagan Methodist who would have imprisoned 
him. The “crossing of swords” began when 
3LOJULP�VKRZHG�XS�WR�5DWOLII¶V�RI¿FH��VKRXWLQJ�
that the senator’s actions had cost Pilgrim lots 

of money and demanding that he show him 
more respect.   
	 *Ratliff was not about to show Pilgrim re-
VSHFW��,QVWHDG��KH�¿OHG�D�ELOO�LQ�WKH�OHJLVODWXUH�
that demanded slaughterhouses be held respon-
sible for animal carcasses left on the land to 
prevent damage to neighboring properties.29 
3LOJULP�WUDYHOHG�WR�$XVWLQ�DQG�WHVWL¿HG�YHKH-
mently against the bill. According to Ratliff, 
during the hearing, Senator John Whitmire 
asked why Pilgrim claimed the bill’s focus was 
a non-issue when the “most respected mem-
ber of the Senate,” referring to Ratliff, “thinks 
there is a problem?”30 Ratliff remembered 
Pilgrim also repeatedly tried to paint Ratliff 
as a racist and a liar to his constituents.31 This 
only made the feud worse. Ratliff began keep-
ing a special notebook chronicling Pilgrim’s 
misdeeds regarding the environment. The list 
included citations totaling $500,000 over 15 
years for violating clean air and water laws. 
In addition, the Texas Natural Resource Con-
servation Commission (TNRCC) reported that 
in the year 1998, the wastewater of Pilgrim’s 
Pride surpassed its legal limit discharge of 
Camp County’s Cypress Creek in only 215 
days. Ratliff harped on Pilgrim’s failings, but 
at the same time strengthened his public image 
as incorruptible. Ultimately, Ratliff’s main 
concern was for his district and that included 
the environment they lived in.  
	 *When asked about what he thought of 
Pilgrim’s evangelical appeals, Ratliff shrugged 
and noted that he was a man of different priori-
ties than Pilgrim. He certainly knew of Pil-
grim’s habit of handing out twenty-dollar bills 
tucked in religious tracts at every high school 
assembly and Rotary Club that invited him to 
speak. To Ratliff, the more Christian thing to 
KDYH�GRQH�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�WR�¿[�WKH�SUREOHPV�
that Pilgrim was causing to the land, air, and 
water of Northeast Texas.32 

	 *Ratliff’s amorphous position somewhere in 
the center of the political spectrum could have 
been a career breaker. Instead, he managed to 
attract a good deal of state-wide respect.  This 
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explains his ascent to the most powerful posi-
tion he would ever hold. The opportunity came 
with the victory of George W. Bush in the 
presidential election of 2000, which upgraded 
Rick Perry to the governorship and created a 
looming vacancy in the Lieutenant Governor’s 
seat. All thirty-one senators looked to one 
another for a leader and some began campaign-
ing, promising other legislators individually 
that they would support their agenda in ex-
change for a vote. Notably, David Sibley began 
DQ�DJHQGD�WKDW�ZRXOG�OHDG�KLP�WR�WKH�¿QDO�YRWH�
against Ratliff.33 Ratliff, however, who had 
by this time earned the nickname, Obi-Wan 
Kenobi, wrote a letter to the Senate. He stated 
that the honor to be chosen Lieutenant Gov-
ernor would be amazing; however, he would 
not campaign for the position.34 This tactic 
impressed many. Ratliff prevailed in the elec-
tion to the state’s second highest position by a 
single vote over David Sibley of Waco.  The 
Sonora native won the leadership of the Texas 
Senate. 

In the two years Ratliff led the Senate, he 
worked his engineering skills into the fray 
and voted when he deemed it necessary. He 
impressed many as objective, but at the same 
time as also someone whose views were con-
stantly evolving in relation to the evidence and 
circumstance. He utilized his vote as a member 
of the Senate to approve the strengthening of 
hate crimes when the senate leader’s vote was 
not needed unless to break a tie. It was during 
this time that the era of redistricting confronted 
Ratliff’s bipartisan ways. Gerrymandering in 
WKH�HDUO\�����V�SURYHG�WR�EH�D�GLI¿FXOW�SKH-
nomenon to the man who had endeavored to 
befriend his district as it was. A year earlier, 
when Senator Wentworth of San Antonio 
needed the required twenty-one votes to bring 
KLV�UHGLVWULFWLQJ�ELOO�WR�WKH�ÀRRU��KH�DVNHG�WKH�
leader of the Senate to remove the require-
ment. Ratliff wholeheartedly refused. In 2003, 
the part of politics Ratliff hated the most came 
to the forefront in Texas. A new gerrymander-
ing scheme dividing the 31 members by their 

respective parties placed Ratliff squarely in the 
position that eventually earned him his Pro-
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the environment, he found two wedge issues to 
attract Democratic support, while retaining the 
support of his own party. Ratliff’s political ca-
reer demonstrates how personalities matter. He 
earned respect for his ability to remain above 
WKH�LQÀXHQFH�RI�OREE\LVWV�DQG�HYHQ�D�FRQWUR-
versial Republican from his own district. The 
Texas Ticket-splitter left an important legacy 
that may yet show the way to a healthier sys-
tem of politics.
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Arellano stated, “Coming to a town that was 
essentially Mexican, curious tourists happened 
upon…vendors huddling in the plazas from 
morning to the late hours…what struck the 
national fancy was chili con carne hawked 
E\�D�VSHFL¿F�JHQGHU��ZRPHQ´�4 These women 
were the Chili Queens, a group of women who 
patiently waited in major plazas around San 
Antonio for hungry folks to come get their 
meals. They wore their Sunday best to appeal 
to anyone looking their way as well as to show 
their respectability. Then, they would offer 
visitors food, whether it was for breakfast, 
lunch, or dinner in exchange for a small price.5          

			 The Chili Queens became such a big part 
of everyday life in San Antonio that local 
newspapers included small entries about the 
Mexican women, or their chili stands. The Chili 
Queens were even able to make money on sleepy 
days in San Antonio.  On  December 9, 1884, in 
a Monday issue of the San Antonio Light, one 
reporter wrote about a Sunday and how the air 
brought in a lazy, sleepy feeling to the vendors 
of the plaza explaining, “The morning markets 
on the plaza did scarcely any business and the 
inquiry of tamales and coffee was less than 
usual. Chili con carne was steady.”6 

Chili stands on Alamo Plaza, San Antonio, Texas, ca. 1905. University of Texas at San Antonio’s Institute of Texan 
C



ultures











			 The Chili Queens received enough 
national recognition that chili con carne 
was represented in a stand in the Chicago 
Columbian Exposition of 1893, with a sign 
stating, “The San Antonio Chili Stand.”10  
Even with the recognition and tourists, these 
enterprising women brought in, they were 
pushed out in 1889 when the new city hall 
was built on Military Plaza.11 The chili stands 
moved all over; most moved to Haymarket 
Plaza where they stayed until the sanitation 
issues they faced in the 1930s.12 While the 
Chili Queens moved around, they began to 
set up their stands in other areas, such as the 
red light district of San Antonio. This meant 
they were often viewed as being part of the 
gentleman’s clubs, brothels, or other racy 
scenes, but they had nowhere else to set up. 
Sadly, the Chili Queens were basically made 
out to be part of the ‘rowdy’ nightlife of San 
Antonio. When mentioned after their frequent 
relocations, they were talked about as being 
ÀLUWDWLRXV�RU�SURPLVFXRXV��7KLV�RIWHQ�HQGHG�XS�
in the newspapers and led to the government of 
San Antonio wanting them out.13 

			 During and after the Depression era, San 
Antonio’s sanitation regulations created a rift 
among the League of United Latin American 
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18 These women did this so San Antonio, the 
Alamo City, would not be forgotten, and at 
the same time, commemorated the Battle of 
San Jacinto and Texas Independence. Then, 
a domino effect occurred when everyone 
around town got involved and companies 
nominated and crowned princesses. Different 
organizations created parades, and restaurants 
set up food stands. Since vendors were such 
a huge part of San Antonio, it was natural to 
add mercados and food stands to Fiesta despite 
the previous negative sentiments towards 
outdoor food vendors. Local restaurants took 
notice quickly and reverted to what the Chili 
Queens celebrated, open air stands. Every 
Fiesta season since 1938, NIOSA is known for 
their representation of San Antonio’s ethnic 
FRPPXQLWLHV��,W�DYHUDJHG�¿IWHHQ�FXOWXUDO�DUHDV��
and since the 1960s, NIOSA featured “The 
Chili Queens” stand staffed by volunteers 
who gather to make chili con carne, tamales, 
and tortilla for the Fiesta goers. They are 
always located in Haymarket from which the 
original Chili Queens were forced to move in 
1936. NIOSA is one of Fiesta’s largest events, 
bringing in a net worth of $336.11 in 1938 
to netting roughly $1.4 million in 2019.19

brecme tn AannlTeSan Antoniostafple the 
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these changes would soon become a huge 
part of the culture of San Antonio. The Chili 
Queens were Mexican-American women who 
created chili con carne, a stew that mixed and 
tamed Mexican spices with beef. This dish 
maintained their Mexican origins while also 
welcoming a milder recipe for the Anglo and 
German settlers to enjoy. The Chili Queens 
were able not only to satisfy the Anglo-
Americans of San Antonio, but also brought 
tourism from all over the U.S.  Today when 
taking a drive down Military Drive, San Pedro, 
Zarzamora, or anywhere downtown there are 
vendedores in mobile food trucks, smaller 
hitched stales, or collapsible stands. Anyone 
can take their pick from classic Tex-Mex to 
desserts, the list of foods with this atmosphere 
is endless. The Chili Queens created this dish 
as well as a lasting culture that helped to build 
San Antonio. The Chili Queens and chili con 
carne gave an identity to those who were part 
of the period when “the border moved (and) 
we didn’t [sic]” Mexican-Americans. Then 
these Mexican-Americans had American 
children who are now known as Hispanics. 
These Texas-born Hispanic people often 
considered themselves Tex-Mex.  The Chili 
Queens began this vendedores culture in San 
Antonio that is still very predominant today. 
They helped build San Antonio’s most famous 
traditions like NIOSA during Fiesta. These 
women were entrepreneurs who invented Tex-
Mex food, a diverse and inclusive cuisine like 
their famous chili con carne. Though they were 
forced out of the Plazas their origins are now 
celebrated by those who remember them and 
their stands’ welcoming atmosphere.

Recipes

The Chili Queens chili con carne recipe 
according to the Witte Museum Archives 
follows:

Ingredients

2 lbs. beef shoulder, cut into ½-inch cubes

1 lb. pork shoulder, cut into ½-inch cubes

¼ cup suet

¼ cup pork fat





42
Touchstone 2021-2022

San Antonio’s Chili Queens, (Texas Highways. 
January 1996), (Accessed through Texas A&M 
University-San Antonio Archives).

10	 Charles Ramsdell, Carmen Perry, and DRT 
Collection. San Antonio: A Historical and 
Pictorial Guide. (Austin: University of Texas 
Press, 1976), 281-282.

11	 Historic American Buildings Survey, C., 
Kramer, O. & Maverick, M. (1933) San 
Antonio City Hall, Military Plaza, San Antonio, 
Bexar County, TX. Texas Bexar County San 
Antonio, 1933. Documentation Compiled After. 
[Photograph] Retrieved from the Library of 
Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/tx0521/.

12	 Frank W. Jennings. Popular Chili Queens 
Graced San Antonio Plazas. (Journal of 
the Life and Culture of San Antonio, Frank 
Jennings Collection). https://www.uiw.
edu/sanantonio/jenningschiliqueens.html  
(Accessed 11/16/2020)

13	  Chili Queen of San Antonio Has Come Back 
to Reign Here Again. (San Antonio Express, 



43
Touchstone 2021-2022

Walter Prescott Webb and the 
Grand Arc of Erudition

Katelyn Cox, Northeast Texas Community College 

The Organization of American Historians 
has included so many members over 

time, that if each had researched only one 
year, every year of American history since 
10,000 BC could have been covered.1 
Yet there are few American historians 
generally regarded as “great.” Frederick 
Jackson Turner had perhaps the most 
successful historical idea in American 
history—the Frontier Thesis. But he never 
actually completed a successful book, 
and was dedicated only to cutting-edge, 
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unique users every year from around the world. 
As Webb’s work concerned all the tenses, 
he was a remarkably unique and persistently 
LQÀXHQWLDO�KLVWRULDQ� 5  

Webb seemed altogether unlikely in early 
life to even get his hands on a few books 
much less become an abiding presence in the 
world of scholarship. Born in Panola County 
in Texas, his family later moved near Ranger, 
where he became disenchanted with withered 
wheat and cotton-picking sores. At the age of 
16 he was working hard to help his father on a 
failing farm.  He was print-starved. One day he 
learned from a local editor that the magazine, 
the Sunny South, was offering a special 
subscription inducement rate—three months 
for ten cents. He courageously asked his frugal 
mother for the money. From a special sock, 
she produced the needed dime. Webb not only 
read this journal from cover to cover, he also 
wrote a letter to the editor begging for someone 
to help him to become a writer and travel east. 
Remarkably, a reader, William Hinds of New 
York, did just that. This 1904 shot in the dark 
proved to be a catalyst in his professional 
career. 6

Webb received a constant stream of 
monetary help from Hinds. They came in 
small but regular doses, after Webb could 
prove he had crossed another milestone in his 
learning. Still Webb felt lonely, and under-
schooled when he entered the University 
of Texas in 1909. Hinds was now old, and 
did not want to meet Webb, only to help 
him with transitions. But it was there in 
Austin that he studied under Lindley M. 
Keasbey (1867-1946), who was the head 
of the Department of Institutional History. 
Keasbey was a distinguished teacher and 
a scholar. In fact, Alvin S. Johnson, an 
economist, once said that Keasbey was the 
best economic geographer in the United 
States.7 Webb set out to please Keasbey 
more than any other student. It took a while, 
but Webb soon had his second intellectual 
father.  In reading Webb’s papers for his 

classes at the University of Texas, one can 
VHH�.HDVEH\¶V�LQÀXHQFH�LQ�:HEE¶V�WKRXJKW��
For example, Webb once wrote that history is 
directly tied to the “topographic, orographic 
and hydrographic environment” of an area, 
ZKLFK�LV�UHÀHFWLYH�RI�.HDVEH\¶V�YLHZV�DV�D�
historian.8 Keasbey’s interests in more-or-
less static environmental preconditions, gave 
Webb’s historical interests a sensitivity to what 
was timeless. His time studying under Keasbey 
is, in part, why Webb began to show interest 
in studying the connection between the natural 
environment and its inhabitants, which would 
later become manifest in works such as The 
Great Plains and The Great Frontier. Webb 
ZRXOG�ODWHU�VD\�WKDW�WKH�WHDFKHU¶V�LQÀXHQFH�KDG�
permeated into every aspect of his professional 
OLIH��.HDVEH\¶V�LQÀXHQFH�EHFDPH�D�SULPDU\�
factor of Webb’s grand-arc, “latitudinarianism” 
as a historian. Webb would exhibit an inbuilt 
willingness to go beyond a focus merely of 
past events. 9

Webb was able to obtain a Masters at the 
University of Texas in 1920 for his work on 
the Texas Rangers. This work would show that 
.HDVEH\¶V�LQÀXHQFH��WKRXJK�SRVLWLYH��ZDV�QRW�
controlling. Webb liked to tell good stories. 
Wanting to be the best, Webb next sought a 
Ph.D. in history at the University of Chicago. 
Here Webb’s idiosyncratic education, and 
maverick tendencies caught up with him. His 
period of “educational outbreeding” was a 
failure, and Webb became a dropout. At this 
time, the University of Chicago was under 
the sway of its emergent school of sociology 
ZKLFK�VWUHVVHG�UHYROXWLRQDU\�QHZ�VFLHQWL¿F�
conceptualizations of human experience. For 
a young man who saw history as exciting, and 
ZKR�RQFH�GUHDPHG�RI�ZULWLQJ�GUDPDWLF�¿FWLRQ��
the emphasis on argumentation and modelling 
could have been exasperating.  Costs also 
might have discouraged the young scholar 
whose teaching income had thus far been 
minimal. He had just married Jane Oliphant 
in 1916. But at the same time, this was a very 



45
Touchstone 2021-2022

Walter Prescott Webb and the Grand Arc of Erudition

important failure. Henry Adams and David 
McCullough, for example, never did more 
than get a B.A., but the color and drama of 
their historical writing, for the average reader, 
far exceeds the tomes of the Ph.D. historians 
such as Frederick Jackson Turner, and C. Vann 
Woodward. Those schooled in doctorates are 
trained to argue, not to dramatize. The failure 
also meant that Webb would thereafter have 
to justify his own maverick tendency. For 
a cigarette-smoking cowboy scholar who 
enjoyed belts of bourbon, and wore a Stetson, 
Webb was very conscious of his need to 
uphold his own brand of western iconoclasm. 
His grand arc of applied learning as a historian, 
his willingness to do more than merely argue 
about the past, could well have resulted from 
his continual need to justify his University of 
Chicago failure, and his own unique path.10 
	 Blocked from level of prestige that could 
have insured a conventional career as a 
professor at the University of Texas, Webb 
labored to be exceptional. Colleagues would 
hear irregular spurts of typing and the sounds 
of tossed books echoing through corridor of 
Garrison Hall into the night. They marveled 
at his tenacity and strength of purpose.  
pan, 
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feeling as well, though unlike McCullough, he 
would go way beyond the bounds of America, 
and even history in his later writings. When 
studying the Texas Rangers, Webb talked with 
Rangers, he rode with them along the Mexican 
border, and “heard the accounts” of the people 
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thinker who could also write popular history, 
and had a steady stream of articles and lesser 
books to his credit.  The Great Frontier elevated 
Webb to the presidency of the preeminent 
association of American historians, and then the 
preeminent association of historians in America, 
the American Historical Association, in 1958. 28 
He now could claim to have completeG�WKH�¿UVW�
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to the point where he too had fallen asleep--but 
at the wheel?   
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Plains”. Technology and Culture, 47(1), 156-
163. <http://www.jstor.org/stable/40061016> 
[Accessed December 12, 2019].

12	
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Fraud Within the 
Enron Corporation: 

The Enron Scandal of 2002

Andrew Nguyen, San Jacinto College 

On December 2, 2001, the Enron 
Corporation, one of the largest energy 

companies in the United States based in 
+RXVWRQ��7H[DV��¿OHG�IRU�EDQNUXSWF\�SURWHFWLRQ��
WKH�ODUJHVW�¿OLQJ�IRU�EDQNUXSWF\�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�
States at that time.1 Kenneth Lee Lay, founder 
and chairman of the board, resigned as chief 
H[HFXWLYH�RI¿FHU�RI�WKH�(QURQ�&RUSRUDWLRQ�
on January 23, 2002.2 In 2006, Lay was 
found guilty on six criminal charges and an 
additional four bank fraud charges.3 Though 
facing charges, he told a KXAS-NBC 5 News 
Channel reporter that “in fact, we’re innocent,” 
showing his ignorance of the fraud.4 This 
company was the epitome of the “fake it until 
you make it” company that eventually failed, 
fooling investors to believe that everyone 
should invest in the Enron Corporation. Enron 
once was a respectable company, having one of 
the largest natural gas transmission networks 
and being the world largest gas and electricity 
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companies get out of long-term, high-priced 
contracts called “take or pay contracts” during 
a “time of falling prices and reduced demand” 
for oil in 1978.17 In 1984, Lay became the chief 
H[HFXWLYH�RI¿FHU�RI�+RXVWRQ�1DWXUDO�*DV�DQG�
retained the position after the Houston Natural 
Gas/InterNorth merger in 1986.18

	Under Lay’s leadership the company’s 
name changed to Enron Corporation and its 
RI¿FHV�UHORFDWHG�WR�+RXVWRQ��,Q������(QURQ�
Corporation owned over “36,000 miles of 
pipe” connections in the United States.19 
In 1984, the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission allowed any gas distributing 
company to buy gas from anyone and 
anywhere.20 Lay, with the help of a former 
consultant for McKinsey and Company, Jeff 
Skilling, in 1991 set up the Gas Bank, to serve 
as an “intermediary between buyers and sellers 
of gas.”
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losses of the market value of those contracts 
should have been reported in the company’s 
annual earnings reports, although Enron also 
IDOVL¿HG�WKH�ORVVHV�36 Though this method of 
accounting is legal, the Enron Corporation and 
Arthur Andersen, another auditor company, 
illegally used this practice to increase Enron’s 
VWRFNV�E\�¿IW\�QLQH�SHUFHQW�LQ������DQG�
eighty-seven percent the next year. They used 
this practice to their advantage to the point it 
went beyond parameters of the law to illegally 
LQÀDWH�WKHLU�VWRFNV�37 They also engaged in 
prepaid agreements that allowed the company 
to keep the liability of the agreements off the 
balance sheet so they could raise money.38 	
		 During the 1990s they began using more 
SPEs in their business to manage or fund 
the risks within a project or asset. People 
criticized Enron for forcing investors and 
bankers to invest in their SPEs for a short time 
before replacing them with a new investor.39 
:KHQ�(QURQ�FRXOG�QRW�¿QG�LQYHVWRUV�IRU�WKHLU�
SPEs, they relied on their own management 
personnel to create mark-to-market contracts 
or to hide the losses from underperforming 
assets or projects.40�2QH�¿QDO�VRXUFH�RI�
funding for projects was international loans. 
Enron Corporation borrowed $56 million in 
1989 from the Overseas Private Investment 
Corporation (OPIC) in Argentina, a shady 
investment company.41 Eventually, Enron 
racked up $2.2 billion in loans spent on failed 
projects, powerplants, gas pipelines, and gas 
extraction.42 With many investments in projects 
that were doomed to fail and hiding those 
failures, Enron was in trouble. The company’s 
IUDXGXOHQW�SUDFWLFHV�DQG�IDOVL¿HG�DFFRXQWLQJ�
books ultimately resulted in the bankruptcy of 
WKH�(QURQ�&RUSRUDWLRQ�DQG�LWV�DI¿OLDWH�$UWKXU�
Andersen, and the creation of the Sarbanes and 
Oxley Act of 2002. 

		 Enron’s questionable practices eventually 
led to its crimes coming to light.  In 2001, 
¿QDQFLDO�DQDO\VWV�EHJDQ�TXHVWLRQLQJ�
bookkeeping.43 In 2000, Enron claimed that it 
KDG������ELOOLRQ�LQ�FDVK�ÀRZ��HYHQ�WKRXJK�WKHUH�

ZDV�YHU\�OLWWOH�FDVK�ÀRZ�44 The same year, the 
company claimed $100 billion in revenue not 
traded by hand that needed to be collateralized 
by credit rating services; credit rating services 
raised serious questions about the legitimacy of 
Enron’s records.45 

		 While these events were happening, the 
¿EHU�PDUNHW�ZDV�DOVR�LQ�GHFOLQH��\HW�(QURQ�
insisted that their broadband technology was 
GRLQJ�¿QH��LQYLWLQJ�PRUH�VXVSLFLRQ�46 The 
Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) 
reported that the Enron Corporation had a 
QHJDWLYH�FDVK�ÀRZ�RI������ELOOLRQ��D�VWDUN�
contrast to the $4.8 billion claimed.47 One of 
the SPEs, Marlin, had a payment to investors 
at the end of 2001, but Enron managed to 
UH¿QDQFH�LW�IRU����ELOOLRQ�GROODUV��D�GHDO�WKDW�
would work only if their stocks did not fall 
below $34 per share.48 Due to falling energy 
prices, Enron saw its stocks fall below $34 
and had to pay out $2 billion to investors.49 
This increased payment to investors, along 
with other complications in the company, 
prompted Jeff Skilling to retire from his 
position, leaving Enron in the hands of 
Kenneth Lay.50 This sudden departure of Jeff 
Skilling invited even more suspicion about 
the company from analysts. All the while, 
Enron’s stocks continued to decline, from a 
¿YH�GROODU�GURS��DIWHU�6NLOOLQJ�OHIW�WR�D�WZHQW\�
¿YH�GROODU�GURS�RQ�6HSWHPEHU����������51 The 
company’s stocks continued to fall in price per 
share and reached a low point of $20.65 per 
share.52 Enron used $3 billion in credit lines 
to avoid bankruptcy and liquefaction, but the 
credit lines only lasted a few days due to short-
WHUP�DFFRXQWLQJ�¿OLQJ�53 Enron now owed 
lenders billions of dollars.54 The company’s 
only option to cover their obligations was 
to use their pipelines, worth $1 billion, as 
collateral. They also hired Andrew Fastow as 
WKH�FKLHI�¿QDQFLDO�RI¿FHU�WR�KHOS�WKHP�ZLWK�
their collateral.55 Fastow worked with Enron’s 
RII�ERRN�DI¿OLDWHV�WR��RQFH�DJDLQ��LQÀDWH�WKH�
company’s stock prices.56  From Fastow’s 
perspective, he was “being a hero.”57  
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Humberto “Bert” Reyes and His 
Contributions to The 

Texas Beef Cattle Industry

Emilia Guerrero, San Jacinto College

Texas cattle have dominated the beef 
industry since the industry’s beginnings. 

Despite setbacks due to the Texas Tick Fever 
that nearly obliterated the industry in the late 
1800s, the state beef cattle industry remains a 
large part of the Texas economy, accounting 
for approximately $12.3 billion in 2017.1 Many 
cattlemen rose to prominence throughout the 
years, making and losing millions in addition 
to formulating genetic improvements on 
WKH�FDWWOH�WKHPVHOYHV��2QH�PDQ¶V�LQÀXHQFHV�
on the trade emerged above many others; 
Humberto “Bert” Reyes. Reyes’ contributions 
as an innovative cattle auctioneer and breeder 
radically changed Texas beef cattle and the 
beef cattle industry in Texas and the United 
States. 
	 Humberto “Bert” Reyes’ childhood 
prepared him for success in life. His father, 
Carlos Reyes B (B stands for Brillones, Carlos’ 
mother’s maiden name) was a resolute man 
who instilled the importance of hard work and 
education in his children. During the Mexican 
Revolution, Carlos was captured and released 
on the condition that he left Mexico. He 
emigrated to San Antonio and later moved on 
to Berclair, Texas where he met and married 
Humberto’s mother, Maria Villarreal, originally 
from Goliad. During an interview, Bert Reyes 
recalled how he and his thirteen siblings were 
required to wake up early and help with the 
farm work before school.  His father remained 
adamant that the children never missed a 
day of school and attended college. Bert and 
his brothers all graduated from Texas A&M 

University, and his sisters graduated from 
other local universities. However, Reyes was 
the only male to graduate with a degree in 
DQ�DJULFXOWXUDO�¿HOG��+LV�EURWKHUV�DOO�HDUQHG�
engineering degrees. Bert Reyes also initially 
enrolled at A&M as an engineering major; 
however, despite his father’s displeasure and 
with his mother’s help, he changed his major to 
Animal Science.2

	 As a youngster, Reyes raised Hereford 
FDOYHV�IRU�WKH���+�SURJUDP�IRU�¿YH�\HDUV�DQG�
was selected as one of the top twelve 4-H club 
members in the state of Texas. He recalled 
being the only Hispanic child to show livestock 
at 4-H events, which made him stand out to the 
judges who remembered him years later while 
KH�DWWHQGHG�$	0��5H\HV�DFTXLUHG�KLV�¿UVW�FDOI�
for showing at the Goliad Stock show from the 
Lucas Ranch where his father was employed. 
Young Bert struck a deal with Mr. Lucas, 
avowing that if the calf won a blue-ribbon, 
Reyes would not have to pay for the calf. The 
agreement remained in effect for the following 
four years. Reyes’ calves won blue ribbons all 
¿YH�\HDUV��+LV�DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV�HDUQHG�KLP�
the Jesse Jones Scholarship to Texas A&M 
University.3

	 Reyes graduated A&M in 1950 with a 
degree in Animal Science and joined the Army. 
He spent thirteen months in Korea during the 
Korean War serving as an infantryman. Upon 
his return from the war, he went back to A&M 
and earned a master’s degree in Beef Cattle 
Production. After graduation, the university 
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hired him as a consultant and sent him to 
Saltillo, Mexico, to assist in establishing an 
agricultural school that mirrored A&M’s 
curriculum. In 1956, towards the end of an 
eight-year drought and after two years in 
Mexico, Reyes returned to Texas. He began 
to work for the Hereford Association as the 
¿UVW�0H[LFDQ�$PHULFDQ�¿HOG�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�
for Texas and Mexico. The drought devastated 
the cattle industry, so the Hereford Association 
relied on Reyes to serve as an impromptu 
DPEDVVDGRU�WR�0H[LFR�EHFDXVH�RI�KLV�ÀXHQF\�
in Spanish. Furthermore, he met many ranchers 
in Mexico during his work in Saltillo. During 
his tenure at the Hereford Association, Reyes 
convinced the association to print two pages of 
Spanish advertisements in Hereford Magazine. 
7KH�HQGHDYRU�VXFFHVVIXOO\�OHG�WR�WKH�¿UVW�
subasta or auction of Texas cattle in Mexico, 
and increased the demand for beef cattle, 
ZKLFK�UHVXOWHG�LQ�SUR¿WDEOH�VDOHV�IRU�7H[DV�
Ranchers. Stories of the success of the subasta 
made numerous U.S. newspapers. After his 
success with the subasta, Reyes continued 
sales of Texas beef cattle to Mexican Ranchers, 
ultimately resulting in over $4 million in 
revenue.4

	 Reyes resigned his position at the Hereford 
Association in 1958 to set up his own business 
as a livestock broker. He returned to San 
$QWRQLR�DQG�VHW�XS�DQ�RI¿FH�DW�WKH�8QLRQ�6WRFN�
Yards. He attended a two-week auctioneering 
course in 1959 and went on to dominate the 
¿HOG�RI�SULYDWH�WUHDW\�VDOHV�ZLWKLQ�WKUHH�\HDUV��
Despite his location at the stockyards, Bert 
only worked as a private treaty salesman and 
did not auction livestock there. He preferred 
private treaty auctions to commercial auctions 
because he enjoyed working with purebred 
cattle and felt uncomfortable auctioning cattle 
he was unfamiliar with before the sale. 
Initially, Reyes worked as sales manager for 
auctioneer Col. Walter Britton. As the sales 
manager, Reyes worked with the rancher 
before the event for the purpose of becoming 
acquainted with the cattle. He managed to be 

WKH�¿UVW�WR�VXFFHVVIXOO\�RSHUDWH�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�
in roles as sales manager and auctioneer 
despite being told repeatedly that it was 
impossible. Reyes’ ability to auction in both 
(QJOLVK�DQG�6SDQLVK�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�FRQWULEXWHG�
to his success. The American Cowboy, July/
August 1998 issue, noted about Reyes, 
³ÀXHQF\�LQ�(QJOLVK�DQG�6SDQLVK�VNLOOV�DV�DQ�
auctioneer and his knowledge of the cattle 
business have made him a rare and valuable 
commodity in several countries.”5  
	 +LV�¿UVW�VDOH�DV�DXFWLRQHHU�DQG�VDOH�
manager was incredibly successful. The 
VXFFHVV�RI�5H\HV¶�¿UVW�VDOH�FRPSHOOHG�UDQFKHUV�
to take notice. Reyes’ sales quickly proved to 
generate 33 percent more revenue than other 
auctioneers. The increase allowed him to 
charge 5 percent of the revenue for Hereford 
sales versus the 1 percent that was customary. 
:LWKLQ�KLV�¿UVW�\HDU�RI�EXVLQHVV��5H\HV�
surpassed his goal of selling $20 million worth 
of cattle. He ultimately sold between $100-200 
million that year.6 Within three years of going 
into business for himself, Bert was one of the 
most successful private treaty auctioneers in 
WKH�¿HOG�DQG�ZDV�VRXJKW�RXW�E\�UDQFKHUV�LQ�
multiple U.S. states, Canada, Mexico, and 
9HQH]XHOD��5H\HV�GH¿HG�WKH�RGGV�DJDLQ��
becoming well versed in fourteen different 
breeds of pure breed cattle, rendering him the 
¿UVW�SULYDWH�WUHDW\�DXFWLRQHHU�WR�VHOO�PXOWLSOH�
breeds.7 He also began holding auctions on 
Saturdays and Sundays instead of the typical 
weekdays. The weekend auctions proved 
fruitful, and others followed his lead.8 In the 
1960s, his brother Ruben joined Bert in the 
auctioneering business, and together they 
established Reyes & Reyes. While Reyes still 
dominated the auctioneering trade, his younger 
brother Ruben became a notable auctioneer 
under his big brother’s guidance. 
	 Reyes partook in the establishment of 
South Tece -11. 
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publication allowed Reyes to delegate the 
photography and other details that he had been 
conducting himself to other personnel. El 
Ganadero Internacional was a Spanish 
language publication that was established by 
Reyes in 1964. The publication featured U.S. 
cattle sales, including the Lyndon B. Johnson 
Dispersal Sale in 1973, and was distributed to 
Spanish-speaking countries.9 The Spanish 
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as the first animal was about to be led into the 
arena. Advertisements for the sale cost 
approximately $30,000. The sale was 
postponed and eventually held in May 1984. 
Luckily for Reyes, prospective buyers knew the 
cattle well, and all returned for the second and 
third sale that consisted of the best cattle in the 
herd. The judge also tasked Reyes with 
auctioning Jasik’s livestock handling 
equipment, horses, and an inventory of bull 
semen and heifer embryos. Sales amounted to 
$2,524,498. Ultimately, Jasik was able to keep 
200 acres of his property; however, it was not 
enough to prevent a great depression and his 
consequent suicide.22 	  
	 Other notable sales in Texas were the Red 
McCombs Brangus dispersal sale in February 
1981 and the Blocker’s Brangus sale. 
Advertisements for the Red McCombs sale 
showcased breeding cattle. Interest in brood 
cows and semen were sold as well as the cattle 
WKHPVHOYHV��7KH�¿QDO�UHYHQXH�IRU�WKLV�VDOH�
equaled $2,623,100.23 The Blocker’s auction 
was held in October 1982 and also highlighted 
semen and embryo sales. The total revenue for 
the Blocker’s auction was $2,070,100.24 As is 
evident, Reyes’ auctions consistently generated 
VLJQL¿FDQW�SUR¿WV��ZKLFK�OHDYHV�QR�GRXEW�DV�WR�
why cattlemen so frequently sought him out for 
their cattle’s sales. Furthermore, Reyes 
simultaneously sought to improve the U.S. beef 
cattle gene pool.  
	 +LV�¿UVW�HQGHDYRU�LQ�SXUFKDVLQJ�IRUHLJQ�
livestock proved more prosperous for himself 
and the beef cattle industry. Reyes introduced 
WKH�¿UVW�UHJLVWHUHG�IXOO�EORRG�6LPPHQWDO�FDOI�WR�
the U.S. in 1970 (unsubstantiated reports report 
that Simmentals may have been introduced to 
the U.S. as early as 1887).25 Amor, the United 
6WDWHV¶�¿UVW�IXOO�EORRG�UHJLVWHUHG�6LPPHQWDO�
bull, was purchased for $154,000 and entered 
the U.S. via Canada. Amor made his permanent 
home at the Codding Research Farms in 
Foraker, Oklahoma, until his death in March 
1976.26 Reyes utilized Amor as a semen donor 
for the duration of his life, accruing 

approximately $1 million in semen sales.27 His 
second attempt was not as successful. In 1974, 
Reyes traveled to England on a family vacation 
and attended the annual agricultural fair.  He 
purchased the fair’s Royal Champion heifer for 
$16,500.28 To his dismay, laws prevented her 
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improved milk yield.34 Today, U.S. Simmental 
populations include full blood, purebred, 
Simbrah, SimAngus, SimAngusHT, and other 
hybrid breeds.35 Today, the U.S. is the “world’s 
largest producer of beef … for domestic and 
export use.”36	  
	 The Reyes brothers dispersed their 
Simmental herds in May 1972 after effectively 
establishing the advantages and improvements 
of crossbreeding Simmentals with other superior 
beef cattle breeds. In a statement to Karl 
Johnson of Focus on Beef, Reyes stated two 
UHDVRQV�IRU�GLVSHUVLQJ�WKHLU�KHUG��)RU�WKH�¿UVW�
reason, he said, “we have a pressing need to 
devote all of our time to taking care of our 
customers,” and the second reason was 
satisfaction in proving the superiority in a 
Simmental cross breeding program. Reyes 
continued to work with the Simmental breed and 
was elected as the Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Texas Simmental Association the same year.37 
	 Occasionally, Reyes was asked to sell 
animals that would not be considered livestock. 
One ranch, the Riley Brangus Ranch, in 
Huntsville, Missouri, annually auctioned 
VXUSULVH�ORWV��7KH�SURFHHGV�EHQH¿WHG�
underprivileged children. In 1982, the Pyramid 
Land & Cattle Co. purchased the lot, an 
elephant, for $27,000. The elephant was 
donated to Moberly Junior College in 
Huntsville, MO.38�7KH�HOHSKDQW�ZDV�D�¿UVW�IRU�
Reyes, but in 1987, he was required to auction 
off a three-week-old camel, which sold for 
$25,000.39�7KLV�FDPHO�ZDV�QRW�D�¿UVW�IRU�5H\HV��
in May 1973, the Alan Parkinson Ranch of 
Scottsdale, Arizona hired Bert for the Alan 
Parkinson Limousin Dispersal Sale held at the 
Joe Freeman Coliseum in San Antonio, Texas. 
The sale included four camels along with their 
calves, three buffalos, and six llamas. At the 
time of the sale, locals believed this to be the 
¿UVW�WLPH�FDPHOV�ZHUH�DXFWLRQHG�LQ�6DQ�
Antonio.40 According to Bill Cunningham of 
the San Antonio Express, camels had been 
brought to the area in the 1800s as an Army 
transportation experiment; however, it was 

unknown if a camel market had ever been 
established. In his interview with Texas 
Historian Martha D. Freeman, Reyes also 
claimed to have auctioned giraffes, bears, and 
lions for a circus from California that was 
closing its doors. The auction was held at the 
Freeman Coliseum in San Antonio, and Reyes 
managed to auction all the exotic animals to 
several zoos.41

	 Businesses and institutions sought out 
Reyes to handle charity auctions. In 1988, 
1989, and 1990 he conducted the San Antonio 
Zoological Society’s annual auction. The 
1988 “Under the Big Top” Zoobilation sale 
successfully raised $133,000 for the Zoo’s 
building fund; the 1989 auction raised 
$210,000, and another raised $178,000.42 
Reyes also conducted several successful 
auctions for the Witte Museum. Some of the 
items auctioned for the museum included 
tickets to a Texas A&M football game, antique 
FDUV��OLYHVWRFN��DQG�JXLGHG�¿VKLQJ�DQG�KXQWLQJ�
tours.43 Other charity auctions included sales 
to raise funds for Boysville of San Antonio, 
several Catholic Schools and Churches in the 
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24	  Blocker’s Brangus Ranch Dispersal Sale 
catalog with Reyes’ handwritten notes. 1982. 
Texas A&M- San Antonio Archives and 
Special Collections.

25	  “History of the Simmental Breed,” American 
Simmental Association. http://simmental.
org/site/userimages/History. Accessed on 
September 17, 2020.

26	  “Distinguished Bull to Be Shown Here 
At Simmental Sale,” San Antonio Express, 
October 24, 1971:102. Texas A&M- San 
Antonio Archives and Special Collections.
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Apollo 8: Paving the Way 
for Lunar Landing

Joshua Naisbitt, San Jacinto College 

On September 12, 1962, President John F. 
Kennedy gave an inspiring declaration in 

a speech given at Rice University in Houston, 
Texas. Kennedy boldly proclaimed, “We 
choose to go to the moon in this decade and do 
the other things, not because they are easy, but 
because they are hard.”1 In the 1960s, America 
raced against the Soviet Union to become 
WKH�¿UVW�QDWLRQ�WR�VHQG�DVWURQDXWV�WR�WKH�OXQDU�
VXUIDFH��$W�¿UVW��WKH�6RYLHW�8QLRQ�ZDV�OHDGLQJ�
in the race to the moon. The Apollo program’s 
RYHUDUFKLQJ�JRDO�ZDV�WR�IXO¿OO�.HQQHG\¶V�
promise to land a man on the moon before the 
end of the decade, and to reach that goal before 
the Soviet Union. However, to accomplish 
WKLV�JRDO��1$6$�QHHGHG�WR�¿UVW�SURYH�WKH�
dependability of the Apollo spacecraft before 
landing on the lunar surface. To help reach 
President Kennedy’s goal, Apollo 8 astronauts 
Frank Borman, Jim Lovell, and William 
$QGHUV�EHFDPH�WKH�¿UVW�PHQ�WR�H[LW�(DUWK¶V�
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landing missions with the exception of actual 
descent and landing on the lunar surface.”18 
)RUPHU�$SROOR�ÀLJKW�GLUHFWRU�*HQH�.UDQ]�VDLG��
“A lunar mission consists of a series of time 
critical maneuvers strung end to end.”19 In 
order to get to the moon, the crew of Apollo 
8 needed to launch from Cape Canaveral into 
earth orbit, then pull away from earth orbit to 
enter lunar orbit, only to reverse the process 
to return safely to earth. At any point in this 
process, an error or miscalculation could 
potentially result in the astronauts veering off 
course, which in space could be fatal.



þ






	 The Apollo 8 mission was the manned 
¿UVW�ODXQFK�RI�D�6DWXUQ�9�URFNHW��1$6$�ODWHU�
used the Saturn V on all subsequent Apollo 
missions after Apollo 8, including the Apollo 
11 lunar landing. Standing upright, The Saturn 
V rocket stood “111 meters (363 feet tall)” 
which is “about the height of a 36-story-tall 
building, and 18 meters (60 feet) taller than 
the Statue of Liberty.”26 A fully fueled Saturn 
V “weighed 2.8 million kilograms (6.2 million 
pounds), the weight of about 400 elephants.”27 
At launch, the Saturn V “generated 34.5 
million newtons (7.6 million pounds) of 
thrust,” which exceeded the power output of 
“85 Hoover Dams.”28 The Saturn V rocket 
was composed of seven stages: three stages of 
boosters, the service module, the lunar module, 
the command module, and the launch abort 
HVFDSH�V\VWHP��7KH�¿UVW�WZR�VWDJHV�RI�ERRVWHUV�
primarily served the purpose of propelling 
the Apollo spacecraft into Earth orbit before 
detaching from the Saturn V and falling into 
the Atlantic Ocean.29 The third booster of the 
Saturn V was used for the translunar injection 
to give the Apollo spacecraft the necessary 
velocity to escape earth’s gravity well and 
begin translunar coast. All three stages of 
the rocket were integral to the success of the 
PLVVLRQ��%HFDXVH�À\LQJ�EH\RQG�HDUWK�RUELW�
requires breaking out of earth’s gravity, the 
Apollo missions needed a powerful rocket 
that could produce a large amount of thrust in 
order to give the Apollo spacecraft not only the 
means enter earth’s orbit, but also the means to 
push beyond earth’s gravity well entirely with 
a translunar injection. The Saturn V rocket’s 
bulkiness and strength facilitated the Apollo 
missions. 

	 On December 21, 1968, at 7:51 A.M. 
EST, the Apollo 8 crew launched from Cape 
Canaveral to begin the Apollo 8 mission.30 
Borman described his launch on Apollo 
8 as “incredibly smooth” compared to his 
SUHYLRXV�*HPLQL���ÀLJKW�31 Three hours later, 

the capsule communicator in mission control 
FOHDUHG�%RUPDQ¶V�FUHZ�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�PLVVLRQ�
critical maneuver, the translunar injection. 
“ ‘All right,’ CapCom’s Metallic voice said 
calmly. ‘You are to go for TLI.’ ”32 During 
the translunar injection, the Apollo spacecraft 
reached a speed of 23,226 miles per hour, “The 
fastest man had ever traveled.”33 This speed 
allowed the Apollo spacecraft to exit earth’s 
gravitational pull and begin translunar coast. 
After three days of translunar coast, the Apollo 
8 crew began preparations for the transorbital 
injection to enter the gravity well of the 
moon. The transorbital injection succeeded 
and the astronauts successfully entered lunar 
orbit. During the later phases of the Apollo 
8 mission, fatigue started to adversely affect 
the crew’s performance. Borman recalls an 
exhausted Jim Lovell “inadvertently punched 
a wrong number into the DSKY [computer 
system] that erased part of the computer’s 
memory.”34 When mission control heard about 
the mistake, they feared the portion of the 
computer’s memory that was erased might 
KDYH�EHHQ�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�WKH�UHWXUQ�ÀLJKW�IURP�
lunar orbit. After realizing the crew’s fatigue 
may have caused issues, Borman decided to 
prioritize the crew’s health and safety over 
the experiments planned for the mission and 
let his crew rest.35 Fortunately, the crew’s 
fatigue did not cause any fatal mistakes, and 
the mission successfully brought the Apollo 8 
crew home. The Apollo 8 mission completed 
10 revolutions around the moon before 
splashing down in the Atlantic Ocean.36 Apollo 
8’s successful orbits around the lunar surface 
proved NASA’s ability to send men to the 
moon.

	 On Christmas Eve of December 1968, 
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space frontier between the earth and the moon 
was a monumental triumph of American 
technology… In the more fundamental sense, 
however, the achievement was that of all 
mankind.”47 On Apollo 11, Neil Armstrong 
echoed the sentiment that exploration of the 
moon was a triumph for all mankind when 
KH�ZDONHG�RQ�WKH�PRRQ�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�LQ�
human history. In celebration of the success of 
the Apollo 8 mission, Gene Kranz said, “For a 
brief moment in December 1968 we had united 
all humanity.”48 On the Apollo 11 mission, 
1$6$�SURYHG�WKDW�WKH�SXEOLF¶V�FRQ¿GHQFH�DIWHU�
Apollo 8 was not misplaced. On July 20, 1969, 
the NASA reached the goal set by President 
Kennedy, the goal to go to the moon before 
the end of the 1960s. The crew of Apollo 11, 
astronauts Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin, and 
Mike Collins, successfully piloted the Apollo 
11 spacecraft with the lunar module to the 
moon, and astronaut Neil Armstrong became 
WKH�¿UVW�KXPDQ�EHLQJ�WR�VHW�IRRW�RQ�WKH�PRRQ��
Public approval of the space program further 
increased with the success of Apollo 11. The 
monumental achievements of the Apollo 11 
mission would not have been possible without 
$SROOR���¿UVW�SDYLQJ�WKH�ZD\�IRU�OXQDU�ODQGLQJ�

	 The Apollo 8 mission demonstrated the 
FUHZ¶V�FDSDELOLW\�RI�VSDFHÀLJKW��VKRZHG�WKH�
dependability of the command module, and 
proved NASA’s ability to conduct a trans-lunar 
injection and take astronauts to the moon’s 
orbit. The crew for the Apollo 8 mission 
handled their tasks as operators of the Apollo 
command module with excellence, pioneering 
ÀLJKW�DURXQG�WKH�PRRQ��$OWKRXJK�1$6$�KDG�
originally planned for the Apollo 8 mission to 
test the lunar module, the reworked Apollo 8 
mission proved instrumental in bringing NASA 
to President Kennedy’s goal of a lunar landing 
before the end of the 1960s. Furthermore, 
the success of the Apollo 8 mission proved 
NASA’s capability of performing a trans-
lunar injection. Although NASA launched 
the Apollo 8 mission before the lunar module 
ZDV�UHDG\�IRU�VSDFHÀLJKW��SHUIRUPLQJ�WKH�

translunar injection and entering the orbit 
of the moon were necessary steps towards 
eventually landing the lunar module on the 
moon’s surface. Apollo 8 marked NASA’s 
¿UVW�PDQQHG�ODXQFK�RI�WKH�6DWXUQ�9�URFNHW��
which was later used in all subsequent Apollo 
missions. In addition, the Apollo 8 mission 
ensured NASA’s ability to communicate 
with astronauts in space from the distance of 
the moon. On Apollo 8, NASA broadcasted 
television and audio messages live from lunar 
orbit. The Apollo 8 crew’s Christmas Eve 
broadcast extended globally. The spectacular 
photography of the lunar surface and views of 
the earth from lunar orbit were admired across 
the globe. The Apollo 8 mission provided 
insight into the geography and physical 
structure of the lunar surface. NASA used the 
photographs taken by the Apollo 8 crew to help 
determine where the lunar module would land 
on the Apollo lunar landings. 

	 The success of the Apollo 8 mission 
propelled America forward in the race against 
the Soviet Union to reach the moon and 
bolstered American morale. Not only did the 
Apollo 8 mission impact the space race, but it 
reached a global scale as well. The New York 
Times reported world leaders commended the 
FUHZ¶V�VXFFHVVIXO�ÀLJKW�DURXQG�WKH�PRRQ��DQG�
the U.S. was now ahead of the Soviet Union 
in the space race.49 According to renowned 
science journalist Andrew Chaikin, “Apollo 8 
had given the United States a clear lead in the 
space race” over the Soviet Union.50 Chaikin 
went on to say “In Houston, everyone felt 
WKH�VXUJLQJ�FRQ¿GHQFH�WKDW�WRRN�KROG�RI�WKH�
Manned Spacecraft Center.”51 The success of 
the Apollo 8 mission inspired the American 
people in a never before seen way. For the 
¿UVW�WLPH��3UHVLGHQW�.HQQHG\¶V�JRDO�RI�ODQGLQJ�
men on the moon before the end of the 1960s 
became a tangible goal. An article in the New 
York Times published days after the Apollo 8 
FUHZ�UHWXUQHG�WR�HDUWK�VSHFXODWHG�WKDW�WKH�¿UVW�
actual moon landing might have happened 
as early as Apollo 10.52 Apollo 8 stands as a 
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WXUQLQJ�SRLQW�LQ�1$6$¶V�PDQQHG�VSDFHÀLJKW�
program that enabled the success of the 
lunar missions that followed. The mission’s 
successful trans-lunar injection and orbit 
around the moon with the command module 
gave America a clear pathway towards landing 
on the lunar surface.  The mission gave NASA 
the data that was necessary to develop the 
components and procedures needed for the 
Apollo 9 mission. After Apollo 9’s successful 
ÀLJKW�RI�WKH�$SROOR�6SDFHFUDIW�ZLWK�D�OXQDU�
PRGXOH��$SROOR����SXW�WRJHWKHU�WKH�¿QDO�SLHFHV�
need to make a full lunar landing possible. 
Apollo 11 used the milestones started by 
$SROOR���LQ�RUGHU�WR�IXO¿OO�WKH�LQQDWH�KXPDQ�
dream of exploring beyond earth and walking 
on the surface of the moon. The Apollo 8 
PLVVLRQ�DFFRPSOLVKHG�VLJQL¿FDQW�PLOHVWRQHV�
LQ�PDQQHG�VSDFHÀLJKW��H[SDQGHG�KXPDQLW\¶V�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�OXQDU�ÀLJKW�DQG�VSDFH�VFLHQFH��
and enabled the Apollo 11 crew to make the 
historic Apollo 11 moon landing a reality.
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The Progression of Medical 
Maintenance: The Story of Two 

Texas Nurses 1980-2000

Dorali Hernandez, Northeast Texas Community College

For centuries caretakers struggled with the 
ill or injured with heritage remedies drawn 

from the distant past. Then in the nineteenth 
century, societies discovered that the best care 
ZDV�SURIHVVLRQDO�DQG�VFLHQWL¿F��:LWK�WKH�WZLQ�
realizations that people could live to be seventy 
UDWKHU�WKDQ�IRUW\��DQG�WKDW�VFLHQWL¿F�FDUH�FRXOG�
make the difference, nursing became a top, 
worldwide career choice. Unfortunately, two 
problems followed. Not everyone who wanted 
to be a nurse could obtain the comprehensive 
medical education to become one, nor could 
communities and hospitals always afford 
the nurses they wanted. Nurses were thus 
understaffed. They often had high-stress 
positions, trying to help patients, while also 
seeking better pay and more prestigious 
physicians. Nurses often had to balance 
providing for their own families with the idea 
of providing “nonstop care.” Nurses had to do 
DOO�WKLV�ZKLOH�NHHSLQJ�DKHDG�RI�WKH�VFLHQWL¿F�
learning curve.  
	 Their jobs often suggested a scenario 
from the famous 1966 TV show, Mission: 
Impossible.�'HVSLWH�WKH�GLI¿FXOWLHV��PRGHUQ�
Texas has seen the rise of a sophisticated 
and caring nursing profession. Two modern 
nurses illustrate how medical progress was 
possible during the late-twentieth century. Dr. 
Karen Koerber-Timmons started the course 
of her nursing career with a drive to learn and 
succeed regardless of the obstacles of life. 
Though her career started in West Virginia, 
she was excited to extend her career to Texas. 
'U��7LPPRQV�REWDLQHG�D�VNHLQ�RI�¿YH�PDMRU�

FHUWL¿FDWLRQV�DV�D�QXUVH��:RUNLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�
Texas Nurses Association after coming to 
Texas, Dr. Timmons became the president of 
the Longview/Tyler District 19 for several 
years and then moved to become a member 
of District 35. Today she devotes her time to 
aspiring nursing students at Northeast Texas 
Community College as a professor of nursing.1  
	 Another nurse who experienced the 
ODWH�WZHQWLHWK�FHQWXU\�7H[DV�VFHQH�¿UVWKDQG�
was Cynthia Amerson. Born and raised 
in California, Amerson sought a nursing 
career in Texas where she felt that nursing 
education was exceptional. She graduated 
with her Bachelor of Science in Nursing 
(BSN) and went straight into the workforce. 
Later she received a Master’s in Nursing 
�061����$PHUVRQ�LQÀXHQFHG�WKH�OLYHV�RI�
many upcoming nurses by mentoring them 
and staying engaged in their education. 
Additionally, she taught at Northeast Texas 
Community college for twenty years and had 
a stunning reputation as an educator. Both 
Timmons and Amerson worked in the medical 
¿HOG�IURP������WR�������7KHVH�WZR�QXUVHV�
candidly portrayed the problems, challenges, 
and triumphs in their long careers. Examining 
their stories, one can discern the factors that 
shaped the development of nursing in Texas 
today.2 
	 The greatest challenge in late-twentieth 
century Texas nursing according to Amerson 
and Timmons was technology. Incorporating 
QHZ�SUDFWLFHV�LQ�WKH�PHGLFDO�¿HOG�VXFK�DV�
PXOWLSOH�DFFHVV�¿OHV�ZHUH�ERWK�EHQH¿FLDO�DQG�
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at times disastrous. The purpose of multiple-
DFFHVV�¿OHV�LQ�WKH�PHGLFDO�¿HOG�DIWHU������
was to disseminate accurate patient records. 
Handling patient records was a given for both 
nurses and doctors. The new technology of 
PXOWL�DFFHVV�¿OLQJ�JDYH�WKHP�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�
browse through the history of patients without 
having to ask patients to memorize every 
prescription ever taken. They were also able to 
check for previous symptoms or medications. 
2I�FRXUVH��ZLWK�WHFKQRORJ\�FDPH�GLI¿FXOWLHV��
It required both nurses and doctors to develop 
a profound sense of patience when handling 
the new, and expensive, equipment. While 
this was convenient for the patient, it was not 
always as easy as it appeared. Many times, the 
experience that nurses had with technological 
advancements was stressful. Some would go on 
to say that it was tedious. Dr. Timmons believes 
that this was a challenge that she faced while 
continuing her career. Amerson mastered new 
procedures and machines. Both stated that there 
was a time lag in learning new devices, but that 
they succeeded in internalizing every important 
innovation.3

	 Amerson and Timmons, coming from 
California, and West Virginia, both saw Texas 
DV�D�SURJUHVVLYH�VWDWH�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�RI�QXUVLQJ�
technology. Both lauded Baylor University 
Medical Center as a world-class center of 
technology-based learning. From the years 
1980 to 1990, Baylor collaborated with nurses 
from local institutes and brought them to their 
institute to “observe and learn contemporary, 
technology-reliant nursing methods.”4 Not 
only did this assuage a nurse’s anxiety of 
working with new equipment, but it gave them 
more opportunities to provide optimal care 
for their patients. Challenges were gifts in 
disguise, especially when it came to medicine. 
According to Timmons and Amerson, obstacles 
kept nurses focused and resilient. Without 
challenges, nurses became mere functionaries. 
The nurses Timmons and Amerson knew in 
7H[DV�ZHUH�RQ�WKH�ZKROH�G\QDPLF��DQG�ÀH[LEOH��� 
	 The second distinguishing feature of 

the late-twentieth century was the imposing 
HGXFDWLRQDO�JUDGLHQW��,Q�VRPH�ELRORJLFDO�¿HOGV��
knowledge is said to have doubled during this 
period, with the human genome essentially 
PDSSHG�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�LQ�KLVWRU\�E\�������
One of the similarities between Amerson 
and Timmons was that they both believed in 
the importance of continuing-education for 
nurses, and rigid testing. The lives of millions 
of Texans were in the hands of caretakers. 
Therefore, the best of the best was expected, 
and nothing less. Texas was certainly not at 
a loss during the late-twentieth century for 
excellent schools with decorated nursing 
programs. Amerson was drawn to Texas by 
its educational success. Even though some 
Californians considered Texas a “yee-haw” 
state, Amerson knew that Baylor was the 
school for her. She said that her job search 
convinced her that the Texas nursing schools 
were superior to those in California. Baylor, 
Texas Christian, Texas Woman’s, and even a 
smaller school such as LeTourneau had nursing 
programs far more interested in holistic care 
than the California universities. At only 
eighteen, Amerson felt right at home in Texas. 
She started her undergraduate journey right 
after high school. She found that the state of 
Texas took research hospitals and facilities 
very seriously. Research at Baylor was well 
supported by the state. The nursing program 
was a very competitive program that required 
a perfect 4.0 and outstanding achievements. 
Once one was in the program, students like 
Amerson knew that among them were the 
¿QHVW�QXUVHV�LQ�7H[DV��7KH�SURJUDP�LWVHOI�ZDV�
anchored by the Medical Center. Dr. Timmons 
was once a patient at Baylor University 
Medical Center with a serious condition 
and she had nothing but kind words to say 
about the institution. She felt that she was 
LQ�H[FHHGLQJO\�¿QH�KDQGV�ZLWK�WKHLU�FUHZ�RI�
nurses.  
	 Nurses remain the most trusted profession 
in America, ahead of doctors, teachers, and 
clergymen.5 Knowledge is important, but 
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nurses are trusted and liked, and valued 
because they combine compassion with 
knowledge. Nursing students heard it every 
GD\��³D�SDWLHQW¶V�QHHGV�DOZD\V�FRPH�¿UVW�´�
Bedside manner was a basic virtue in nursing. 
Patient-centered care in Texas meant helping 
the patient feel comfortable and at ease. 
Elizabeth Poster, an outspoken Texan advocate 
for nurses, stated that “nursing is not just 
the curing of symptoms, it is the blending 
of technology with caring, compassion, and 
creativity.”6 Timmons and Amerson were also 
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nursing education available and affordable 
to people across the country. They do this by 
creating online programs that not only help 
QXUVLQJ�VWXGHQWV�¿QDQFLDOO\��EXW�DOVR�DOORZ�
them to work and do school at the same time, 
with little interference. Their “online program 
prepares students to be leaders among nurses.” 
Although a second-tier state institution, UT 
Arlington was ranked in the top 26% in the 
nation.10 Most people are not able to attend 
FROOHJH�IXOO�WLPH�EHFDXVH�RI�D�ODFN�RI�¿QDQFHV��
or support at home. The development of online 
FODVVHV�LQ�WKH�WZHQW\�¿UVW�FHQWXU\�PD\�JLYH�
many people an unprecedented opportunity to 
move forward with their education. 
	 Another factor that led to a shortage of 
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century, the innovation of the doctorate was 
not always optimized as it could have been. In 
2003, after a study was made by the Institute of 
Medicine, it was concluded that many clinics 
were working better without Doctorates of 
Nursing Practice (DNPs) than with them. The 
education being provided DNPs was still not 
where it needed to be in 2005. The American 
Association of Colleges then entered the fray. 
The AAC suggested that the U.S. Secretary of 
Education should address the situation, and 
that changes go through “a nursing accrediting 
agency” to ensure improvement. 14 The Nursing 
Education and Policy Coalition and the Texas 
Organization of Baccalaureate and Graduate 
Nursing Education then created the Texas 
Roadmap to the DNP. This helped direct nurses 
who wanted to turn their master’s degree into 
a doctorate in nursing. The Texas Organization 
of Nurse Executives and other organizations 
assisted in the evolution of the DNP programs 
in Texas, allowing nurses to continue with their 
careers. Today the DNP programs, although 
very exclusive, are a true example of what 
nursing in Texas represents: compassion, 
safety, and accuracy. 
	 Texas nurses during the late-twentieth 
century had three great advantages to optimize. 
First, there was a good deal of money and 
patronage in Texas which included the 
buildup of the largest medical center in the 
world in Houston. Second, there was a lack 
of unions, making nurses more competitive, 
and innovative. Both Amerson and Koerber-
Timmons agreed that the lack of unions made 
Texas nurses less worried about restraints 
on their profession, and less bureaucratized. 
Finally, Texas nursing programs like those at 
Baylor, La Tourneau, and the Harris School 
of Nursing at Texas Christian University were 
leaders in holistic care. Texas Nurses had a 
relatively high degree of freedom and incentives 
to pursue patient-centered care.  
	 The encouragement of empathy, however, 
had its limits. In Texas, Christians constituted 
a majority of the population. Both Cynthia 

Amerson and Karen Koerber-Timmons were 
church-going Christians, and when they knew 
the patient well enough, they inserted Christian 
hope into their conversations. However, 
increasingly, many nurses were not able to make 
this kind of connection. Sometimes decisions 
had to be made about patients that did not 
align with the beliefs of the patients or medical 
personnel. Fortunately, from 1980 to 2000, if the 
decision was too close and personal to the nurse, 
she could refuse to involve herself in a certain 
case. Medical practices such as termination 
of pregnancy or sterilization, however, were 
wrenching issues. Nurses and patients did not 
always agree. Some nurses such as Marjorie 
Swanson and Margaret Kenney were even 
suspended for expressing their viewpoints on 
these issues. But they were soon able to retain 
their positions. Discrimination in employment 
based on religion was illegal under Title VII 
of the 1964 Civil Rights Act. This protected 
nurses from any reprimands that came from 
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risks.  Nurses had to be selective, and patients 
had to recognize that medical personnel were 
FRQVWDQWO\�PDNLQJ�GLI¿FXOW�FKRLFHV��
	 So, when were nurses able to take a break? 
In healthcare, learning became a never-ending 
cycle. The increasing obesity rates in Texas 
during after 1980, the increases in aging, and 
inactivity, and the opioid crisis led to greater 
rates of acuity.16 During this era, however, 
healthcare professionals were able to rely 
on research which was more available and 
extensive. In Fort Worth, Texas, the Botanical 
Research Institute of Texas (BRIT) maintained 
millions of research materials available for 
colleges and hospitals. In 2003, the American 
Botanical Council made a generous donation 
to BRIT. They donated over 7,000 sheets 
of medicinal, spice, dye, and allied plant 
specimens.17 They named this donation the 
Herber W. Youngken Sr. Herbarium. This 
vastly enriched the BRIT research program, 
‘Plants and People’.  Donations such as these 
abetted a pattern of insights bequeathed to 
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When the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor 
on December 7, 1941, more men were 
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College in New York, going for a French 
and French history degree.8  She continued 
to improve her piloting skills as she worked 
towards getting a Limited Commercial 
/LFHQVH��:KLOH�DW�9DVVDU��VKH�SDLG�IRU�ÀLJKW�
lessons by giving joyrides to classmates. This 
made her pretty popular and earned her the 
nickname of “The Flying Freshman.”9 Nancy 
ÀHZ�D�ORW�LQ�WKH�PRQWKV�WR�FRPH��EXW�LW�ZDV�QRW�
until after her third close call in an airplane that 
she focused harder on being a very cautious, 
calculated, and purposeful pilot.10 On April 
25, 1932, she gained her Limited Commercial 
License at eighteen years old having only 87 
KRXUV�RI�ÀLJKW�WLPH�XQGHU�KHU�EHOW�11 In January 
of 1934 Nancy applied for and was accepted 
into the membership of the Ninety-Nines 
Club.12 This Club had been started after Amelia 
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	After the wedding they settled in Waltham, 
Massachusetts.35 In 1937 John Wynne and 
the Bureau of Air Commerce wanted Nancy 
back.36 She helped calculate and test a new 
landing design called the tricycle gear. 37 Once 
that was rolling, she was back in the air with 
Louise Thaden making more landmarks around 
New York.38

	By 1940 the need for more pilots in the 
military was growing right along with the war 
in Europe. Nancy wanted to do something so 
she contacted her husband’s friend Colonel 
Robert Old’s asking if she could pull together 
D�JURXS�RI�ZRPHQ�WR�¿OO�WKH�QHHG�IRU�PRUH�
ferrying pilots.39 Olds’s superior, General 
Henry “Hap” Arnold turned her offer down 
and set the letter in his desk to brew. 40  That 
same year, General Arnold was approached by 
Jacqueline Cochran asking to start a women’s 
ferrying squadron and join the military. 41 She 
was refused and recommended to join the Air 
Transport Auxiliary (ATA) in England which 
had recently started. 42 She agreed and pulled 
together a group of female pilots to go over 
to Britain to serve.43 She held onto General 
Arnold’s promise that if there was a female 
squadron formed in the U.S. that Jackie could 
head it up.44

Though the idea had been talked of in 
the past and a list of female pilots had been 
created, it had never gone anywhere. Plans to 
add a women’s ferrying group slowly came 
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they held a banquet simply reminiscing of old 
times and spending time together.102 Morning 
FDPH�DQG�:$63�ZDV�RI¿FLDOO\�RII�WKH�ERRNV��
and women were back to not being able to 
À\�DQ\�PLOLWDU\�DLUFUDIWV��7KH\�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�
DGPLWWHG�WR�À\�LQ�DQ\�EUDQFK�RI�WKH�PLOLWDU\�
again until 1974.103

	 In 1945 after having completed many 
secret international government trips, Bob 
Love was assigned to San Francisco as the 
commander of the West Coast Wing of the 
ATC.104
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focused on fuels and vehicle technology, 
using applied research programs for industry 
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scenarios. The department of anatomy in 
1968 focused on research in embryology, 
dental science, and histology to help provide 
data, so the use of drugs on young children 
and the embryo can be better understood. 
The department was using the colonies of 
EDERRQV��DQG�DV�VXFK�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�NQRZQ�GDWD�
on baboon reproduction and illustrations of the 
GHYHORSLQJ�EDERRQ�HPEU\RV�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�VHYHQ�
weeks of gestation/fetal growth. Through the 
observations of the growth of the embryo, 
Raymond F. Gasser was able to observe the 
development of the cornea, optic nerve, and 
other organs which are akin to human organs at 
that stage. The anatomy department observed 
all the differences and similarities between 
KXPDQV�DQG�EDERRQV�LQ�WKH�IHWXV��¿QGLQJ�
that one of the major differences between the 
two being the interstitial implantation inside 
the human placenta. One of the other things 
that the anatomy department focused on 
was tooth reimplantation, which uses plastic 
teeth as a substitute for real teeth. Almost all 
these experiments in the early phases were 
able to be performed on baboons instead 
of humans letting the researchers use more 
creative methods since they were not being 
performed on humans (Southwest Foundation 
for Research and Education Annual Report: 
pg.3-4).

 According to the report, the department 
of biochemistry, was primarily concerned 
with interdisciplinary research in chemistry 
and biology. This combination allowed the 
department to be highly collaborative, and 
their main work is focused on understanding 
diseases and creating steroids. For instance, 
they investigated acetylation which is a 
protein crucial for DNA synthesis they 
worked together with the molecular biology 
department.

 The department of molecular biology 
was joined by Dr. Anthony Means initiated 
a series of studies on the mechanism of 
protein synthesis. Because of the strategy for 
researchers being responsible for their projects, 

implemented, many joined the foundation in 
search of more control over their research. This 
was relatively unique to the institute at the 
time as many other research facilities would be 
IRUFHG�LQWR�VSHFL¿F�GHYHORSPHQW�IRU�FRUSRUDWH�
endeavors. Means was one of these scientists 
looking for more liberty; after working with 
Professor Peter Hal in Australia on protein 
synthesis, he came to work for the foundation 
to be able to work in a larger setting with more 
resources readily available for studying protein 
synthesis. Along with Means, many others 
worked inside the lab researching different 



93
Touchstone 2021-2022

The History and Development of The Texas Biomedical Institute

the relationship between psychological stress 
and the experimental induction of alcoholism. 
They also state, the investigated effects 
between how anxiety and alcohol affect a 
SHUVRQ¶V�PHQWDO��7KH�¿UVW�SKDVH�WKH\�GLG�ZDV�
on nicotine on discriminatory behavior; these 
studies showed improvement in discrimination 
performance in lab rats under nicotine. 
Caffeine was ineffective in this experiment and 
comparisons between the two were measured. 
The department received multiple grants 
for drug research as well. Some researchers 
UHSRUWHG�GUXJV�FODVVL¿HG�DV�DQWL�DQ[LHW\�DJHQWV�
which are qualitatively similar to barbiturates. 
(Although structurally different, they 
discovered that the mechanism of actions may 
differ from anti-anxiety drugs). 

 All these different departments worked 
cohesively to research new things and build 
on previously complete ideas. Compared to 
the 1966 earnings report, just ten years later 
the foundation grew from only 260 to toppling 
over 1,500 employees and earning $46,000,000 
LQ�DQQXDO�UHYHQXH��$OWKRXJK�WKH�¿HOG�DQG�
research of Biomedics were growing at a rapid 
rate the lab still was dependent on the oil and 
gas industry for funding grants.11 When the 
energy crisis of 1970 happened, and many 
businesses suffered, the SRI with a smaller 
dependence on oil, took it as an opportunity 
to research alternative energy sources like 
biofuel, solar, and wind turbines. Money from 
ORFDO�JUDQWV�VKUXQN�DQG�¿QDQFLDO�UHVXOWV�IHOO�
well below projections, but with large military 
contracts, the institute managed thrived. The 
army recruited the lab for a program to help 
monitor air quality and to ensure safety in the 
3DFL¿F�2FHDQ�DV�WKH�86�DUP\�GLVSRVHG�RI�
chemical munitions. This was not the only job 
nuclear safety provided for the institute. The 
army also supplemented another mega-contract 
to plan out how to dispose of the country’s 
large amounts of nuclear waste. 

After the second oil crash in 1980, the 
institute was not able to recover as it originally 
did in the 1970s. This coupled with the fact 

that the Cold War between the U.S. and the 
Soviet Union was ending meant that most 
of the governmental funding for the institute 
was rapidly declining. Many projects were 
either put on hold or canceled. With the main 
competition for the institute coming from 
Silicon Valley and giant corporations and 
institutions, they feared obscurity, and the 
institute was faced with a downsizing in the 
early 2000s. While the research was not any 
OHVV�LPSRUWDQW��WKH�ELRPHGLFDO�¿HOG�ZDV�WKH�
only major part remaining, focusing funds 
and time to research hepatitis C and possible 
developments of vaccines/treatments. With the 
focus on biomedics once again increasing, they 
created their laboratory safe enough to study 
deadly pathogens and viruses with no known 
treatment or vaccines. In 2011 the Southwest 
Foundation for Biomedical Research changed 
its name to the Texas Biomedical Research 
Institute operating on a 200-acre campus with 
275,000 square feet of lab space offering a 
massive amount of animals for testing and over 
2,000 baboons, the institute still provides a 
way to research our biomedics using animals 
in viruses in new ways.12

The Texas Biomedical Research Institute 
went through a plethora of changes in 
objectives, research, and development, but has 
always maintained to stay relevant. The lab is 
not commonly known because of its relatively 
small size in comparison to large industries and 
companies now leading the way for technology 
and research, but the impact the institute had 
cannot be overstated, saving countless lives 
with their research and learning about how 
humans work in unimaginable ways. Dan Bates, 
the Institute’s president in the 1980s described, 
this well saying, “We’re somewhere between a 
XQLYHUVLW\�DQG�DQ�LQGXVWU\�´�%DWHV�VDLG��³:H�¿OO�
an important niche for the country, and I think 
we will continue to do that.”    
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horses and burn their supplies. As Hardin put 
it, “everything was kept quiet.”3 He killed four 
men within the span of a year. This marked 
the start of the notorious killer’s outlaw path. 
He remained passionate about education and 
his family. A year later, in 1869, he moved 
with his father to Navarro and became a 
teacher. He was initially hired for only one 
term (3 months), but eventually was offered an 
extended contract. However, Hardin dreamt of 
something else. Hardin decided to become a 
cowboy (cattle driver). 





98
Touchstone 2021-2022

A Legend of the West: John Wesley Hardin

was sent to Austin. Hardin claims in his notes 
that he tried to escape, but that the Austin jail 
was constructed of “good material.” Later he 
was sent to Huntsville, Texas.16 At this point in 
Hardin’s life, his outlaw ways were over.

Hardin also tried to escape while in 
Huntsville, but failed. This led to Hardin 
serving his time and eventually studying 
different subjects, such as law.17 This is 
the point in which the notes Hardin wrote 
about his life end (his son inherited the notes 
and decided to publish them, creating The 
Life of John Wesley Hardin: As Written by 
Himself). Hardin received a pardon and letter 
of restoration from Governor Hogg, who let 
Hardin out about nine years early.18 

	He became a free man and returned to his 
children (wife died during his time in prison), 
and started to practice law in Gonzales County. 
He later got remarried, albeit not lasting too 
long, since Hardin’s end was near.19 He gained 
the attention of a policeman, “Old John” 
Selman, who ended up killing Hardin due to 
a perceived insult. Hardin, who reportedly 
KDG�KLV�PLVWUHVV�¿QHG�E\�³<RXQJ�-RKQ´�
Selman, got angry and offended Young John. 
Old John wanted to defend his son’s honor, 
so he confronted Hardin. Both men had the 
reputation of being comfortable with killing 
a man. Hardin claimed to be unarmed, so he 
entered a saloon to “get his guns,” but he never 
came back out. Old John, however, believed 
Hardin already had his guns holstered on his 
body, and perhaps Hardin ultimately decided 
not to kill. However, Old John entered the 
saloon and shot Hardin three times.20 This was 
very odd for Old John, who had a reputation 
for killing but never by shooting someone in 
the back. There might be an explanation Old 
John shooting Hardin in the back. Hardin was 
said to be rolling dice in the saloon, and Old 
John might have mistaken the hand movements 
as Hardin reaching for his gun.21 Also what 
made it odd, was the fact that Hardin was 
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was in a gang. As mentioned before, Hardin 
was in a gang run by the Taylors. 24 Hardin 
mostly worked as a hired gun for the Taylors 
but they formed a friendship. The most notable 
Taylor was Jim Taylor, who seemed to be 
the central Taylor in Hardin’s notes when he 
is writing about the time with the Taylors.25 
Besides the Taylor gang, most of Hardin’s time 
was spent with his family. Clements are most 
noteworthy. They helped Hardin out of a sticky 
situation in which Hardin would have gone 
to Mexico. They worked as cowboys, mainly 
herding cattle. This was also the main reason 
Hardin went to Kansas.26 Hardin later worked 
with a man named Collins who was married 
to Hardin’s cousin. They mostly gambled 
together, such as horse races.27 In addition, 
Henry Brown was gambling with Hardin when 
he was killed (about the only interaction they 
had). Hardin never really spent any time alone. 
He was always around people. Some were 
killers like him, others more peaceful, like his 
wife and kids. Albeit, Hardin mostly lived as 
an outlaw.

Hardin killed somewhere from twenty 
to forty people; the exact number is hard 
WR�FODULI\�VLQFH�VRPH�GHDWKV�ZHQW�RI¿FLDOO\�
unrecorded.28 The rumors of Hardin’s life of 
killing, led to him gaining notoriety across all 
of Texas and other outlaws outside of Texas. 
7KLV�OHG�KLP�WR�LQÀXHQFH�SHRSOH�DQG�HYHQWV��
For example, when Helm was going after 
Hardin, there was a point during their feud 
when they came fact-to-face. However, Helm 
did not shoot but decided to play clueless, as he 
knew Hardin was not a man to be discounted.29 
Another example could be Old John. Old John 
was said to be an “honorable” killer, someone 
not to shoot at one’s back.30
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his as some legend.
Hardin had his share of cowboy outlaw 

stories. Some of these tales did seem to be 
embellished. Such as his visits to Abilene, 
Kansas, when Hardin befriended Wild Bill 
Hickok. Of course, their relationship did not 
last long, as the relationship was based solely 
on Hardin remaining on the right side of the 
law. However, no one was surprised when 
Hardin killed someone. Hardin claimed it 
was self-defense while the news said Hardin 
went to the victim’s room and shot him in cold 
blood. The aspect of this story that made it 
attractive to newspapers was that Hardin and 
his partner escaped via a window and stole 
a wagon.35 Events like this, coupled with the 
rumored number of men Hardin killed, built 
Hardin’s legend. Other stories contributed to 
his infamous reputation such as the prison/jail 
breakouts and attempted escapes. This ranges 
from breaking out to breaking out others. 
One such account features Hardin, who was 
incarcerated with other prisoners.  Hardin 
claimed he was locked up for a crime he did not 
commit. His fellow inmates sold Hardin a gun 
with four shots and concocted a plan. As they 
were being transferred, Hardin pulled out his 
gun and shot one of the escorts, and then Hardin 
escaped, notifying his father.36 According to 
another narrative, Hardin was with a gang who 
freed a prisoner; Brown Bowen. Bowen killed 
a Governor Holderman’s son and was arrested. 
Hardin decided to bust Bowen out, causing a 
larger bounty on both Hardin and Bowen, with a 
reward of $600 offered.37 There was also a time 
in which Hardin and his own gang murdered 
two men, Cox and Crissman. This was before 
Bowen was arrested as the forty-man gang was 
led by both Bown and Hardin. The same gang, 
the “Hardin Party,” surrounded a captain’s home 
for two days.38 Of course, these are just a few 
examples of what Hardin did in his life as an 
outlaw but whether true or rumor, they each 
build upon the Hardin legend.

Without a doubt, Hardin was a dangerous 
man. He managed to live a calm life in his early 
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		 Beginning in the mid-1950s, at the same 
time Martin Luther King began his movement 
to integrate America, a White Southern 
evangelist was on his way to becoming one of 
the most famous Christian leaders of the world. 
This was the self-described “half-Texan,” 
evangelist, Billy Graham, who resided in 
North Carolina, but retained special ties with 
Texans.  Graham became a long-term member 
of W.A. Criswell’s bellwether, First Baptist 
Church of Dallas in 1953. Graham also became 
a good friend of Criswell’s family, and through 
Criswell, some of the wealthiest oilmen in 
the world—H.L. Hunt, Clint Murchison, and 

Sid Richardson.  As he gained funding from 
rich Texas oilmen, and other rich conservative 
Christians, he appeared before millions of 
SHRSOH�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�ZRUOG��7KRXJK�DW�¿UVW��
Graham thought he should respect the strong 
advocacy toward segregation that was still 
apparent in the d in ght hhe strong 
au057000300BF0055 Td0 -1.1Td
(anpparenell, h.).ern Bibls was the self-desn 



104
Touchstone 2021-2022



105
Touchstone 2021-2022

Another major Northeast-Texas-born 
writer, also named Foy, took a diametrically 
opposite view. Foy Valentine, who was born on 
July 3, 1923, in Van Zandt County, sixty miles 
east of Dallas. He was a former executive 
director of the Southern Baptist Christian Life 
Commission, now known as the Ethics and 
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by the 1990s to welcome all people into his 
church.  He claimed he never preached about 
WKH�SUREOHP�RI�FRQÀLFW��EXW�DOZD\V�DERXW�WKH�
promise of love and Christian fellowship. “To 
me,” he said, “the term ‘racist Christian’ is 
an oxymoron. A racist Christian is either not 
a Christian or they’re very immature in their 
faith. Either your racial prejudices are going 
to get in the way of your relationship with the 
Lord, or your relationship with the Lord is 
going to destroy your racial prejudices.”14

	The other big Baptist Church in Mount 
Pleasant during the last half of the Twentieth 
century, one that skyrocketed into prominence, 
was Trinity Baptist. It was closer than First 
Baptist to the newly-developed country 
club area of Mount Pleasant’s north side. 
Reverend Chris Wigley, who recently 
accepted the Pastorate there, stated that he is 
a “possibilist.”15 By that he means that he is 
optimistic that churches will be as integrated 
as the world around us; we are just not there 
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around, both churches are proud to host gath-
erings that include Whites, Hispanics, and 
African Americans. But Whites are by far the 
largest majorities in these churches and all the 
leaders are still White. Unlike Davis, Wigley 
and Chapman both expressed an active desire 
to bring in Hispanic and Black leaders into 
their churches. Wigley was sure this could be 
done.  Chapman, however, acknowledged the 
presence of a “monster.” The “monster” is that 
there are a lot of old people who simply oppose 
change of any kind. Chapman said he loved 
these people, and tried to look out for them, 
but that he has felt their presence for the entire 
time he has been a leader of Trinity church, 
since the 1980s. This one discordant note in 
what appears to be the area’s most progressive 
White church causes one to wonder what has 
happened elsewhere.19

		 Reverend Kirthell Roberts is a highly re-
garded Black preacher of Mount Pleasant who 
is often called upon by integrated civic groups 
to give prayer breakfasts, and other devo-
tionals. He preaches at Mount Olive Baptist 
church.20 He often talked about how much he 
supported integration and how happy it makes 
him to see the younger generation pushing 
for it. He has been around the local scene as a 
leading African-American preacher now for a 
quarter of a century. He believes that people 
in the age range of forty and below have been 
WKH�ELJJHVW�LQÀXHQFHUV�RI�LQWHJUDWLRQ�DV�WKH\�
see that everyone is equal. Integration was 
already a fact by the time they were children. 
He said the generation below the age of twenty 
DUH�DFWLYHO\�¿JKWLQJ�WR�LQVXUH�LQWHJUDWLRQ��DQG�
are even more progressive on the issue than 
their parents. God’s salvation is for everyone; 
it is not based upon race but upon living and 
believing in Christ. Reverend Roberts talked 
of the increase in his congregation, mentioning 
that a few White and Hispanic families have 
joined his church since 2000. He also noted that 
“when Whites come to a Black church it is seen 
as acceptance, but when Blacks go to a White 
church it is sometimes seen as a threat. It is like 

they are forcing themselves on the church.” 
Different races see integration differently.

Roberts, Wigley, Chapman, and Davis all 
favor and encourage integration. But Roberts 
still heads what is known as a “Black church” 
whereas Trinity and First Baptist remain 
predominantly White. To be sure, Wigley and 
5REHUWV�DUH�HYHQ�RSWLPLVWLF�DERXW�WKH�¿QDO�
triumph of integration. But John Borum, a 
former youth minister of First Baptist Church 
of Pittsburg, has a slightly different perspec-
tive. Now Pittsburg, Texas, has a population 
of 5,000 compared with Davis’s Mount Pleas-
ant which has 15,000. Pittsburg is known as a 
more old-fashioned town, but its old homes, 
unlike that of nearby Jefferson do not help 
to draw upscale residents. Borum spoke with 
Ashley Perzel, a former student president of 
Northeast Texas community College, and re-
ÀHFWHG�RQ�FXOWXUDO�FRPIRUW��+LV�YLHZ�ZDV�WKDW�
there is nothing wrong with settling into one’s 
own group culture; it does not inherently make 
someone racially biased. An example is the 
Cowboy Church. A “Cowboy Church,” he not-
HG��ZRXOG�W\SLFDOO\�EH�¿OOHG�ZLWK�SHRSOH�ZKR�
ride horses—it doesn’t mean that they dislike 
people who do not ride horses. Borum did not, 
like Wallace, advocate exclusion as a matter of 
church policy. But he did indicate that a kind 
of cultural momentum, of people worshipping 
where they felt most comfortable, could give 
segregation a long lease of life. Thus, the large 
Baptist church of a smaller, nearby town, has 
very few people of color.21 
		 More research shows that pockets of resis-
tance remain. While the trend toward integra-
tion in churches was powerful even in North-
east Texas, it has not been in general pervasive 
HQRXJK�DIWHU������WR�JXDUDQWHH�D�¿QDO�YLFWRU\��
Churches of Christ, with old-timers attuned 
to the views of Foy Wallace, for example, 
have been more anti-integration than any 
other denomination. These churches are also 
the most old-fashioned. What do we mean by 
“old-fashioned?” They even have a few people 
who could be considered racist. For some old 
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major sector now of all Northeast Texas cit-
ies, from over 50 percent in Mount Pleasant to 
OHVVHU�¿JXUHV�HOVHZKHUH��$�KLJK�VFKRRO�6SDQLVK�
WHDFKHU��0DU\QD�2WHUR�UHOD\HG�KRZ�GLI¿FXOW�
actually integrating a church is. Her congrega-
tion began the process in 2008 and attempted 
to merge with the largest congregation of the 
&KXUFK�RI�&KULVW�LQ�0RXQW�3OHDVDQW��$W�¿UVW��
all had planned for the merger to succeed. The 
children were naturals at integration and mixed 
very well—as did the young people. But the 
adults did not mix. After a few years of trying, 
the two congregations derailed the process. 
They are now totally separate. 24  

There are other churches, and situations 
in Northeast Texas where integration likewise 
is either not occurring or is altogether unim-
pressive. The largest church between the Red 
and Sabine rivers west of Texarkana now is 
St. Michael’s Church in Mount Pleasant, with 
5,000 families. Though some services draw 
Whites and Hispanics, the services in Spanish, 
the quinceañeras, and special festivals for the 
Virgin of Guadalupe are almost exclusively 
Hispanic.25  There are other smaller churches 
that remain completely White or completely 
Hispanic in the area. There are some White 
churches that would love to have minorities 
attend, but they can neither attract them nor 
expect them since there are few Blacks or 
Hispanics with experience in their denomina-
tions. This is reminiscent of Borum’s view.  
Even when integration is welcomed, it is not 
occurring. In other situations, Whites want mi-
norities, but do not want the two-hour church 
services they associate with Black religiosity 
or Spanish hymns. In still other cases, churches 
have implemented multiple services which 
speak to the various cultures of members. 
7KLV�PD\�LQFOXGH�DQ�³ROG�IDVKLRQHG�¿UH�DQG�
brimstone” service and a service using more 
contemporary Christian music or one which 
includes a “children’s church.”26 

Thus, the smallness of much of Northeast 
Texas, peculiar histories, and its ties with the 
past in a more rural setting is exhibiting signs 

of resistance. To be sure, Graham changed, 
Criswell changed. People like Valentine, Rob-
erts, Davis, Chapman, and Wigley show that 
Northeast Texas could change. Martin Luther 
King’s dream does appear to be occurring in 
the cities. Reverend Roberts indicated that his 
son, Daron, married a White woman and that 
they attend a totally integrated church in Aus-
tin. But in Northeast Texas the trend of integra-
tion is not relentless or pervasive enough to de-
clare it inevitable. One thinks, for example of 
C. Vann Woodward’s study of the South which 
shows a tendency toward integration after the 
Civil War that was arrested, and even reversed. 
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[Accessed November 27, 2020].

3	



112
Touchstone 2021-2022

21	 Ashley Perzel, “Northeast Texas Baptist 
Churches and the Transformation of Racism 
in the Late-Twentieth Century.” 2012. Honors 
Northeast Archive. 

22 	 Interview with Dr. David Howton, 13-year 
Elder at Winnsboro Church of Christ, 39 years 
Veterinary at Winnsboro Veterinary Medical 
Center, 17 October 2019.

23	 Interview with Malvern Elmore, 30 years a 
Deacon at Winnsboro Church of Christ, 17 
September 2019.

24	 Interview with Maryna Otero, twenty-year 
Spanish teacher at Mount Pleasant High 
School, and member of Church of Christ, 
Mount Pleasant, 17 December 2019.

25	 Interview with Father Ariel, Priest at Saint 
Michaels Catholic Church in Mount Pleasant, 
Texas, 30 November 2018.

26	 Interview with Dr. Andrew Yox, NTCC Honors 
Director and member and organist of Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church, Mount Pleasant, 
since 1994, 10 December 2020.

27	 C. Vann Woodward, The Strange Career of Jim 
Crow (New York: Oxford, 2002). 

Integration of Northeast Texas Churches, 1950-2010



113
Touchstone 2021-2022

In Touch 
With The Past



114



115
Touchstone 2021-2022



116
Touchstone 2021-2022

immigrants with their neighbors and business 
partners were often good on an individual level, 
but the general feeling of distrust towards the 
Japanese as a group began to increase as their 
numbers grew. As discrimination on the West 
Coast increased and larger numbers of Japanese 
settlers moved to Texas, discrimination seemed to 
follow them and negatively affect conditions 
across the state. Some families were refused land 
by local committees, and the Texas Legislature 
passed a land law in 1921 forbidding new arrivals 
from purchasing land. Saburo Arai, who owned a 
prosperous nursery in Alvin, south of Houston, 
OHG�WKH�¿JKW�DJDLQVW�ODQG�ODZV��EXW�KH�ZDV�XS�
against a movement that was spreading with 
increasing strength across the nation.8 In 1924, 
Congress passed an anti-immigration bill that 
effectively halted all Asian immigration and 
VLJQL¿FDQWO\�OLPLWHG�HQWUDQFH�E\�(XURSHDQV�DV�
well. 
	 For the Japanese that were already settled in 
Texas, the new laws did not affect them and the 
existing Japanese communities of the Houston 
area, Rio Grande Valley, and El Paso continued 
to thrive. Second-generation Japanese 
Americans, or Nisei, grew up as Americans and 
established community organizations and 
participated in social events as did most 
teenagers.  Japanese language schools were 
established to teach the language and customs 
of their relatives.  Japanese foods, traditions, 
and celebrations were continued on American 
soil and many Japanese homes featured 
Buddhist shrines and tributes to their ancestors. 
In August of each year, the Japanese celebrated 
O-Bon, the return of the spirits of the dead, and 
on the Asian New Year families prepared 
mochi, symbolizing a long life. Bonsai trees 
were grown in their EFF000And thw EFton 
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E\�WKH�)%,�DQG�FRQ¿QHG�WR�LQWHUQPHQW�FDPSV�
run by the Justice Department’s Immigration 
and Naturalization Service (INS). Fear and 
wartime panic fueled rumors that the 
remaining Japanese Americans on the West 
Coast were aiding the Japanese and would join 
forces with them if they were to cross the 
3DFL¿F�DQG�DVVDXOW�WKH�VKRUHV�RI�WKH�86��$QWL�
Japanese sentiment reached such a fevered 
pitch that military and political leaders 
eventually called for the forced relocation and 
FRQ¿QHPHQW�RI�DOO�-DSDQHVH�$PHULFDQV�OLYLQJ�
along the West Coast.10 
	 On February 19, 1942, President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066 
allowing for the creation of “Exclusion Zones” 
near strategic locations from which any or all 
civilians could be removed as long as their 
needs were provided for. The order never used 
the word “Japanese,” yet those of Japanese 
descent were the only ones to be affected by 
the new law. 11 In addition to the curfew and 
contraband laws already in effect, new 
directions and “Exclusion Orders” were posted 
in Japanese American communities instructing 
residents when and where to register and report 
for removal. The earliest forced removal 
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have ever seen. By the end of the war, those 
who were not repatriated were transferred, 
paroled, or released to be reunited with their 
families and the camp was converted to a POW 
camp for German and later, Japanese 
prisoners.15 
	 Camp Seagoville, or the Seagoville Alien 
Detention Station, was southeast of Dallas and 
housed single women and their children. 
Considered by one historian to be “the most 
comfortable internment camp in the United 
States,” Seagoville was built in 1940 as a 
minimum-security women’s reformatory with 
dorm style rooms boasting carpets, beds, desks, 
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family had their home raided by the FBI, as did 
thousands of other Japanese Americans across 
the country. Agents destroyed their traditional 
IDPLO\�DOWDU��FRQ¿VFDWHG�D�FDPHUD��DQG�WR\�
radio receiver, and berated Akagi’s Caucasian 
wife Beatrice for marrying a “Jap.” Akagi and 
KLV�XQFOH�ZHUH�DUUHVWHG�DQG�EULHÀ\�MDLOHG�EHIRUH�
their release, but his father Fukutaro Akagi was 
held for three months. In a unique display of 
community support, local friends gathered 
signed statements from ten different Sheldon 
neighbors attesting to his loyalty and integrity, 
ZKLFK�ZHUH�SUHVHQWHG�DV�DI¿GDYLWV�LQ�KLV�
hearing and helped bring about his release.19 
	 While Japanese Issei and Nisei were 
FRQ¿QHG�EHKLQG�IHQFHV��WKH�ZDU�FRQWLQXHG�
around the world. Americans enlisted in huge 
QXPEHUV�DQG�WKH�GUDIW�ZDV�LQVWLWXWHG�WR�¿OO�WKH�
ranks needed from Europe to the China-
%XUPD�,QGLD�7KHDWHU�DQG�EH\RQG�WR�WKH�3DFL¿F�
:DU��7KH�JRYHUQPHQW�XUJHG�VDFUL¿FH�DQG�
patriotism in light of the shortages and 
rationing necessary to support the material war 
effort, and Americans responded with victory 
gardens, war bonds, and patriotic fervor. 
Despite their mistreatment by the US 
JRYHUQPHQW��-DSDQHVH�$PHULFDQV�FRQ¿QHG�WR�
the WRA and DOJ camps responded 
patriotically as well by raising money for the 
Red Cross, purchasing war bonds, growing 
their own gardens within the desolate camps, 
and even enlisting in the Army in large 
numbers. 
	 :LWKLQ�WKH�¿UVW�GD\V�IROORZLQJ�WKH�DWWDFN�
on Pearl Harbor, Japanese Americans serving 
in the Army were discharged and labeled “4-C” 
or “enemy aliens” and ineligible for service. 
The 298th and 299th Territorial Guard of 
Hawaii, which were largely Japanese 
American, were disbanded causing so much 
dissatisfaction that many of the members 
formed the civilian Varsity Victory Volunteers 
to continue to support the war effort. There 
was less discrimination towards Japanese 
Americans in Hawaii due in part to the 
historically diverse population that included 

37% of Japanese descent in 1940. This more 
tolerant atmosphere allowed the Commander 
of the Army in Hawaii Lieutenant General 
Delos Emmons to successfully recommend to 
the War Department that they form a unit from 
the discharged Guard members. On May 28, 
1942, Chief of Staff of the Army General 
George C. Marshall ordered the formation of a 
special infantry combat unit and the 100th 
Infantry Battalion (Separate) was created. 20 
	 The 100th Infantry was comprised of 1,300 
HQOLVWHG�PHQ�DQG����&DXFDVLDQ�RI¿FHUV�ZKR�
left Hawaii in June 1942 to train on the 
mainland at Camp McCoy, Wisconsin. 21 Their 
future was initially uncertain, but their 
dedication and determination to prove their 
loyalty eventually earned them the attention of 
PLOLWDU\�RI¿FLDOV�DQG�UHVXOWHG�LQ�WKHLU�
deployment to North Africa as part of the 34th 
Division of General Mark Clark’s 5th Army. 
From the summer of 1943 to June 1944, the 
100th Infantry fought their way from Oran, 
North Africa to Salerno and Benevento, Italy. 
The Nisei troops moved north along the 
Volturno River Valley and assisted in the 
capture of San Angelo d’Alife and other 
VLJQL¿FDQW�WRZQV�EHIRUH�UHDFKLQJ�WKH�*XVWDY�
/LQH�FHQWHUHG�RQ�WKH�IRUWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�0RQWH�
Cassino, a sixth century Benedictine 
0RQDVWHU\��7KH�¿JKW�WR�WDNH�0RQWH�&DVVLQR�
was a long and tragic engagement that earned 
the 100th Infantry the nickname of the “Purple 
Heart Battalion” for the number of casualties 
WKDW�WKH\�VXIIHUHG�EHIRUH�3ROLVK�WURRSV�¿QDOO\�
took the hill. The 100th then assisted in the 
breakout from the Anzio Beachhead, before 
marching into Rome with the triumphant 
Allied troops on June 4, 1944.22 
	 Just weeks later, the 100th Infantry was 
removed from the 133rd Regiment, to which 
they were originally attached, and were 
combined with the 442nd Regimental Combat 
Team (RCT), which had just arrived from the 
United States. In the early months of 1943 as 
the 100th Infantry made a proud name for 
themselves in Europe, General Marshall 

Honorary Texans:Japanese Americans in the Lone Star State during World War II
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allowed for the creation of a second all-
Japanese American unit comprised of men 
from both Hawaii and the mainland camps.23 
'HVSLWH�WKHLU�FRQ¿QHPHQW�LQ�LQWHUQPHQW�DQG�
relocation camps across the country, over 
1,000 Japanese Americans volunteered from 
the mainland and joined 2,500 from Hawaii to 
create the 442nd RCT. Within days of the union 
of these two units, the 100th Infantry/442nd RCT 
fought so successfully at Belvedere, Italy that 
they earned three Presidential Unit Citations. 
The unit moved up the coast of Italy to occupy 
the strategically important cities of Livorno, 
Castellina Marittima, and Pisa before being 
transferred to Major General John Dahlquist’s 
36th “Lonestar” Division to participate in the 
invasion of Southern France. It was during the 
move north through France to reach the border 
of Germany that the 100th/442nd participated in 
what would become one of their most famous 
battles that would create a lasting relationship 
between two unique units.   
	 The 36th Infantry Division was organized in 
Texas on July 18, 1917. Originally comprised 
of both Texas and Oklahoma National Guard 
units, the Division adopted a patch depicting a 
“T” for Texas on an arrowhead representing 
Oklahoma’s Native American heritage.  After 
the outbreak of World War II, the 36th, which 
KDG�EHFRPH�DQ�DOO�7H[DQ�XQLW��EHFDPH�WKH�¿UVW�
combat division from the US to land on the 
European continent when they participated in 
the amphibious assault at Salerno. As part of 
the 5th Army, the 36th participated in the harsh 
battle for the Rapido River Valley, during 
which time they lost huge numbers of men 
from two of their three regiments. The 
“T-Patchers” helped break out of the stalemate 
at Anzio and led the way towards Rome. They 
landed in Southern France in August 1944 and 
moved north, eventually reaching the Siegfried 
Line. Emerging from the war with the dubious 
distinction of having suffered the ninth highest 
casualty rate of Army divisions during the war, 
the 36th had witnessed the surrender of Field 
Marshal Hermann Goering, participated in 400 

days of combat, earned seven campaign 
streamers, and fourteen individual 
Congressional Medals of Honor. The 141st 
Infantry Regiment of the 36th Division, part of 
which would become “The Lost Battalion,” 
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ensuing battle the Nisei were outnumbered by 
as many as four to one. One particular hill that 
ZLWQHVVHG�D�¿HUFH�ED\RQHW�FKDUJH�OHG�E\�
Private Barney Hajiro came to be known as 
“Suicide Hill” due to the casualty rate of the 
advancing troops. Finally, six days after the 
Texans were surrounded, the 100th and the 3
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would say the same thing as Kiyoaki, it is 
indicative of the unique experiences that these 
men and women faced throughout the war.   
	 Another Japanese Texan, Houstonian Saburo 
7DQDPDFKL�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�WKH�¿QDO�PRPHQWV�RI�
the Rescue of the Lost Battalion in the mountains 
of France. Unfortunately, it was Tanamachi’s 
GHDWK�E\�PDFKLQH�JXQ�¿UH�WKDW�LQVSLUHG�KLV�EHVW�
friend George “Joe” Sakato to lead the bonsai 
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Webb Society
Happenings

The 2019-2020 school year kicked off 
with an interesting Webb Society fall meeting 
starting on Friday, November 1, 2019, at San 
Felipe de Austin State Historic Site visit, 
followed by a dinner which featured chapter 
reports from Northeast Texas Community 
College, Jacksonville College, and San Jacinto 
College-South Campus. The next day, Saturday, 
November 2, 2019, Webb Society chapter 
members and sponsors met at Washington on 
the Brazos State Historic Site to learn more 
about “Where Texas Became Texas!”

The Texas State Historical Association’s 
Annual Meeting was held February 27-29, 
2020, in Austin, Texas at the AT&T Center 
Hotel and Convention center.  The Webb 
Society met at the same time and chapters 
presented reports during the business session 
on the afternoon of Friday, February 28.  On 
Saturday morning, Katherine Racic from 
Texas A&M University-San Antonio presented 
her paper, Texas Ticks.  The guest historian 
presenter was Dr. Gene Preuss from the 
University of Houston-Downtown. He shared 
his research, Preparing for the Ever-Present 
Past: Toward a Better Understanding of the 
Confederate Monuments Issue. The Caldwell 
Awards were announced immediately after the 
presentations. The winners were: 

The Barnwell Anderson Webb Society Chapter at 
Jacksonville College, named in honor of C. Barnwell 
Anderson, remembered a beloved former professor who 
passed away may 10, 2019. The chapter is committed to 
continue his legacy.
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The Lower Division Chapter of the Year 
Award went to Jacksonville College and the 
Upper Division Chapter of the Year Award went 
to Texas A&M University-San Antonio.  

The 2020 Walter Prescott Webb Society 
DeBoe Chapter Adviser Award went to Dr. 
Beverly Williams of Lamar College.

Chapters rounded out their time in Austin with 
visits to such places as the Bullock Texas History 
Museum, the Capitol building, and Treaty Oak.

The members of Webb Society could not 
foresee the events that took place just a few short 
weeks later as the world found itself in a global 
pandemic with governments and businesses 
shutting down for months.  March 2020 was the 
start of a “new normal.”  Many of the students 
and sponsors did not return to their college or 
university, and classes were either canceled or 
moved online.  

Thus the 2020-2021 school year began 
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Texas Community College presented her 
paper, Integration of Northeast Texas Churches 
and Jay Matthews represented Texas A&M 
University-San Antonio with her presentation 
on, Chaos and Freedom at the Texas-Mexico 
Border.  The guest historian speaker was Dr. 
Abbie Grubb from San Jacinto College who 
discussed Japanese Americans in Texas with her 
talk, eexas-Mns:panese  dis TTT
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